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INTRODUCTION 
 A PEOPLE without a home, a race without a country, such is the orthodox Jew of today; and such 
he has been for nearly two thousand years. No people ever had so many promises offered them as the Jews, 
no people ever had such bright and cheering prospects. They were originally set apart for a particular 
purpose which meant then, and still today means, much to the people and church of God. Israel was to be a 
lesson for the church. 
 Their refusal to comply with the wishes of God led them to become a forsaken people; and the 
Savior said to them just before the close of His earthly ministry: 
 “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.” [1] 
 During these many years their sufferings and persecutions have been a faithful witness to the truth 
of the Savior’s words. Still God offered them salvation, and does even to this present day. His work, 
however, did not cease; for what if some of them did not believe? Shall their unbelief make void the 
promise of God? God forbid. 
 The work of the Gospel of the grace of God continued, even though the Jews remained in unbelief; 
and it does continue till this day. However, it should be remembered that the experience of the Jews has 
many valuable and profitable lessons for the church of all ages; for history repeats itself. 
 It has been the purpose of the author to present some of the practical lessons from the experiences 
of Israel for the church of today. Disobedience to God’s commands resulted in great loss to the Jewish 
people; obedience always brought to them many blessings. As the Apostle Paul says: 
 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap.” [2] 
Thus it always has been, and thus it is at the present time. It is the wish of the author that all the profits 
which may accrue from this work be devoted to the advancement of the gospel among his kinsmen in the 
flesh; for this reason he has also supervised its publication. 
 And now this work is commended to those who desire to become better acquainted with the ways 
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of Him who deals after the counsels of his own will, with the prayer that the Holy Spirit shall use the feeble 
efforts to encourage, strengthen, comfort, and enlighten those who desire to see the purpose of God for the 
church of today, as revealed through Jesus Christ and His ancient people Israel. 
 

F. C. Gilbert 
South Lancaster, Massachusetts, July, 1902. 

 
1. Matthew 21:43. 
2. Galatians 6:7. 

 

NOTE TO THE READER 
“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee;” 

“The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:” 
“The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” Numbers 6:24-26. 

 
 THE author has designed to make this work helpful, simple, and practical in all its phases. 
Because of the simplicity of the Master’s teachings, the common people heard Him gladly No effort, 
therefore, has been spared to bring this work within the comprehension of all. 
 Paragraphs throughout the entire work are numbered, and sub-headings are frequently placed in 
the chapters. The small figures in the body of the work are an index to the scriptures found at the foot of the 
page. 
 The alphabetical letters signify explanatory notes at the end of the chapter. The Appendix was 
inserted to give other laws of the Jews not found in the body of the work. 
 Many of the Jewish laws quoted have no reference given; this is because the names would not be 
of any special service to the reader. The authorities are mostly translated, when selected from the Talmudic 
writings. 
 In addition to the Bible, the writer has consulted such works as Geikie, Edersheim, Pick, McCall, 
and others. Most of the Talmudical quotations are taken from the Talmud direct, or from translations of the 
same. 
 This work is now committed to the hands of all, and the author must ask the reader to manifest that 
large charity which hides a multitude of errors. “ Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.” 
Romans 12:9. 
 

F. C. Gilbert 
 

1. GOD’S PURPOSE WITH THE JEWS.  
 

“But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.” Isaiah 45:11. 
 

THE JEWS AS A DISTINCT PEOPLE 
IN all the annals of history during the past four thousand years, no people have stood so 

prominently yet distinctively alone, separated from all other peoples yet mingled with them, as have the 
Jews. There is neither country, nor clime, nor race, nor city, Where the Jew is not found. He may be an 
English Jew, an American Jew, a German Jew, a Russian Jew, a French Jew, a Karaite Jew, an African 
Jew; still he is a Jew, in every case bearing the distinctive characteristics of the race. Why is this? What 
reasons can be offered that, amid all these opposing circumstances, this racial individuality is preserved? 
 2. In nearly every large city a colony of these people can be found, the colonization usually being 
Styled “The Glietto.” They have their own peculiar customs, ceremonies, feasts, fasts, rites, in which no 
other people participate. But the remarkable thing of it all, is that most of the customs and distinctive 
features of the Jew can be traced back to the days of Bible record, and have as their basis a “Thus said the 
Lord.” 



PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF ISRAEL 
 

www.maranathamedia.com.au 
 

4 

 

A PECULIAR MISSION 
 3. When we consider them as a race from this standpoint, it is not difficult to believe that in the 
mind of God a specific mission must have been theirs in the history of the world. This purpose is very 
clearly portrayed in the word of God, and a large part of the Bible is occupied with its explanation. 
Particularly is this evident when we come to the New Testament, and read the Savior’s conversation with 
the woman at the well of Samaria [1] concerning the purpose of God with the Jews. We can then readily 
see why, till the advent of Christ, they were kept as a peculiar people. He said: 
 
 “You worship you know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.” [2] 
 
 4. The world was lost through sin; [3] all mankind had become involved in this terrible condition; 
[4] the race was unable to lift itself to its original exalted position. It must be redeemed; it must be brought 
back by redemption; it must be purchased again from the usurper. [5] By man or by nations of men this 
could not be done. [6] It must be accomplished by One who was set apart for this particular work, chosen 
purposely of God. [7] In other words, it was to be carried out by One who must be anointed [8] for this 
work; set apart, set off, separated, from every other person. 
 

THE CHOSEN ONE 
 5. This particular One was Jesus Christ; He was the chosen of God: He was the Anointed One. 
Hence He himself said, when in His home town, one Sabbath day in the synagogue: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor.” [9] 
 

And of Him the Apostle Peter said later: 
 
 “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power.” [10] 
 
 6. On another occasion when a large number of the followers of Christ were gathered together, 
after the release of the apostles Peter and John from prison, in their prayer to God, they said: 
 
“For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou has anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done.” [11] 
 
Again the Savior said to the Jews in another place: 
 
 “Is it not written in your law, I said, You are gods? If he called them gods unto whom the word of 
God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken; say you of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 
into the world, Thou blasphemes, because I said, I am the Son of God.” [12] 
 

THE JEWS TO REVEAL THE MESSIAH 
7. It is thus clear from the word of God that the “Anointed,” Sanctified,” “Separated” One whom 

God chose to carry on this work was Jesus (Helper, Savior) Christ (Hebrew, Messiah, Anointed). But that 
the world might be prepared for Him; that the world might learn concerning Him and His great work for the 
lost and sinful race, God chose the Jewish people as a nation. Through this nation the world was to be 
enlightened concerning the truth of the true God. From this nation the Messiah was to come. With this 
nation God was to illustrate both to them and to the world what would be done with the Messiah when He 
should come into the world. This nation was to serve as an object lesson of the great and wonderful 
blessings and benefits that should come by truth and loyalty to God. 

8. So, when the Lord called the father of this race, He said: 
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 “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I 
will show thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great. And 
thou shall be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curses thee: and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” [13] 
 
 A little later the Lord made the following promise to Abraham: 
 
 “And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be your heir; but he that 
shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your heir. And he brought him forth abroad and said, 
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall 
thy seed be. . . . And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 
not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years. And also that nation, whom 
they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shall go to 
thy fathers in peace; thou shall be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again. . . . In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have 1 
given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” [14] 
 

DOUBLE APPLICATION OF PROMISE 
 9. All these promises which God made to Abraham had a double application. First, they were to 
receive a partial fulfillment in the Jews as a nation; second, to have their complete fulfillment in Jesus 
Christ. That this latter statement is true is evident from many scriptures; but perhaps one will be sufficient 
as proof: 
 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He said not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” [15] 
 

ISRAEL A PECULIAR PEOPLE 
 10. For this reason the Lord, when He brought the Israelites from Egypt, made them a separate, 
distinct, and peculiar people, and made the following prediction concerning them: 
 “Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” [16] 
 When He brought them to Sinai, He made a covenant with them, a part of which is the following: 
 Now therefore, if you will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: and you shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and an holy nation.” [17] 
 

WHY HE GAVE THEM THE LAWS 
11. In order to preserve them a separate and distinct people, the Lord gave to them special laws, 

ordinances, feasts, festivals, ceremonies, fasts, and rites. These services were designed also to teach them, 
and through them the world, great lessons of truth concerning the Deliverer, the Redeemer, the Messiah, 
who was to come. Everything had a meaning; nothing was devoid of significance; all were designed as 
signs; precious lessons were intended by them all. In other words, they were to be a great typical people, 
typifying in and through them what should be realized in its fullness when the Messiah Would appear. The 
objects they were to have in their worship and in their services were to be God’s kindergarten methods of 
teaching the lessons of salvation from sin, and the power to be kept from sinning, through the Messiah who 
was to come. 
 

WHAT WAS NOT INTENDED BY THESE LAWS 
 12. These laws and regulations in and of themselves had no virtue; no efficacy was placed in these 
objects. Neither help, nor benefit, nor grace, nor goodness, nor strength, could be obtained or granted by the 
mere performance of these various commands and observances. In everything: in every lesson, in every 
board, in every garment, in every feast, in every rite, God intended the people to see some great truth 
concerning the Messiah. In other words, these institutions and laws were God’s means to a great end. If the 
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lesson were not learned, or if the meaning were lost, then the whole economy of itself was of no use. (a) If 
rightly understood and recognized in the light of the Holy Spirit, these objects meant everything. 
 13. If the reader will notice these facts as they have been presented, he will be better prepared for 
what will follow, and will more clearly perceive many of the truths as they shall be presented from the 
word of God. He will the better understand the great purpose of God concerning Israel. He will furthermore 
see where the Jews failed, why they failed, and why they did not appreciate Jesus when He came into the 
world. 
  

A TYPICAL MODEL 
 14. To keep ever before them the thought that they were a separated people, God built for them 
also a sanctuary, and afterwards a temple. These subjects will be considered in later chapters. But 
everything connected therewith must be consecrated, must be set off, must be set apart, must be anointed, 
[18] must be kept clean. By these means God sought to teach them also the significance of distinction and 
separation, that they might not have mingled with them and with their worship anything that was impure or 
unclean, a fit type or symbol of sin. 
 

WHY EVERYTHING WAS SET APART 
 15. When a priest was to be prepared for service, he must be anointed; [19] when his children were 
devoted to service they must be anointed. [20] When a man was to act as the king of the people, he was to 
be anointed. [21] So it was with everything; the idea of separation, of distinctiveness, of peculiar aloneness 
was to characterize the people always and everywhere. If the people would only be true to their purpose 
and their grand and sacredly solemn mission, what a mighty revelation they would give to the world. How 
the professed people of God and the world would learn wonderful truths concerning the Messiah of God, 
the One anointed for the people’s deliverance. 
 

ONLY PARTLY FULFILLED THEIR MISSION. 
 16. In a measure the Jews fulfilled their mission. For nearly two thousand years they were kept a 
separate people, but not wholly in harmony with God’s intention. As a separate people, from a genealogical 
standpoint their records were perfectly accurate; for whenever a child was born his name, his family, was 
immediately recorded with his tribal ancestry. [22] In order to lay claim to any inheritance, his genealogy 
must be proved beyond any shadow of doubt. [23] 
 

LINEAGE OF JESUS 
 17. For this reason when Jesus was born, the people at the time never questioned his lineage; they 
all knew He belonged to the family of David, [24] to the tribe of Judah. [25] About twenty times in the 
New Testament it is recorded that He was the Son of David. [26] From the days of Abraham to the times of 
Jesus every member of every family, especially the males, was recorded in the genealogical record; and the 
Jews were extremely particular that this was attended to with the greatest of care. Of all the tribes, however, 
who manifested this extreme loyalty the tribe of Judah stood first. The ten tribes were scattered 
everywhere; the two were in Babylon and in the lands of the Persians. Still the latter sought to preserve 
their register correct. In this phase of their mission the Jews were true. (b) 
 

THE PEOPLE FAITHLESS 
 18. But their relation to the other parts of their mission was very far from God’s purpose. Never 
were a people more rebellious to God’s will than were the Jews. [27] Never were a people who committed 
greater sins than they did; [28] I never were a people more faithless in God than they were; [29] never were 
a people more disobedient than they; yet never were a people who professed to love God more than they 
did. Rather than deny or sacrifice what they believed to be right, they would give up life; yet the real 
purpose of their mission in all its fullness they never realized. 
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 19. They did give birth to the Savior of the world; they did preserve the word of God for the 
world, they did give floods of light to the world, in the sacred pages that God gave to them; they did bring 
salvation to the world. [30] Still they themselves never gained what God desired they should. 
  

ISRAEL’S STUMBLING. 
 20. The reader may perhaps be a little perplexed at this condition of the people, and what could 
have brought them to such a state? He will understand this when he learns that the cause of all their troubles 
and difficulties was in taking these laws, ordinances, feasts, and ceremonies, as the ends of their national 
existence, hoping to secure virtue from these things rather than in the words of the living God, and in the 
great Messiah, to whom they pointed. They built up a great wall [31] around them; fenced themselves 
within it; excluded everybody outside of it; completely covered themselves with it, until no ray of light 
from God could pierce their souls, as a nation. 
 21. As a result, it is said, “He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” [32] The 
central truth that God gave them in all these objects, which was the Messiah, the suffering, the afflicted, the 
enduring, the lowly, the crucified, the humble Messiah, they lost sight of; and they gloried in the 
observance of these objects. Instead of finding their righteousness in the Christ, the Righteous One, they 
thought they received it by the carrying out of these observances. [33] So while God brought the Messiah to 
save the world through the Jews, they fell [34] from their exalted position and mission in not receiving 
Him. 
 22. This state was due to the great heap of traditions, maxims, and writings of rabbis, sages, 
philosophers, and wise men. Through these means, the people were led to look at the men, [35] instead of 
looking at the Christ. 
 

THEIR PRESENT SEPARATION 
 23. More upon the subject of traditions will be given in successive chapters, but now the reader’s 
attention is called to the cause of their condition. This will also explain why the Jews have been kept 
separate for two thousand years this side of Christ. 
 24. Before the Savior came, they were kept as a separated people to preserve the word of God, and 
to bring salvation to the world in Jesus. Since that time they have been preserved as a witness to the 
truthfulness of God’s word; to the integrity of the holy Scriptures, to the results of not performing God’s 
will; to the great bond which human tradition has bound around them. They are in a measure greater slaves 
to the iron fetters of human tradition than their fathers were to the rulers of Egypt. And the reader will 
better appreciate as he follows these pages the significance of the Savior’s words, when He said to the 
Jews, “If the Son, therefore, shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” [36] 
 25. It also vividly portrays the awful condition a people can reach who have once known God, and 
turned from Him to obey the traditions [37] of men. While at the same time it clearly shows us the blessed 
and glorious experience of liberty and freedom that the Lord Jesus Christ can give to the soul, if the heart 
will only turn [38] to Him as does the flower to the sun. 
 

HOW WE SHOULD REGARD THE JEWS. 
 26. While the Jews did crucify the Savior and murder the Prince of Life [39] they should be 
regarded much more with tenderness and sympathy than with condemnation. [40] It is evident that if they 
had only known the Lord of glory, they would never have crucified Him; [41] and what they did to Him, 
they did because of ignorance. [42] The church of the present time should learn a profitable lesson from 
their experience, that it may not repeat the sad failure of Israel, [43] and be cast away even as they were. 
The church should learn there is danger in following the maxims of men; in the word of the Lord God only 
is found safety and security. The church of God will then accomplish the true purpose which the Lord has 
for it. If they do, they will surely remember the Jews, their purpose and their mission; they will do all in 
their power to open the eyes of the blind, to restore sight [44] to those who do not see. They also will 
remember that the Lord Jesus was a Jew, who said that “salvation is of the Jews.” [45] (c) 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
 

Paragraph 12. 
 (a) Some of the rabbis themselves claim that all these sacrifices and ceremonies would cease when 
the Messiah came. One rabbi says: “All sacrifices shall end in the days of the Messiah.” Another says: “In 
the days of Messiah there shall be no remembrance of the deliverance from Egypt. . . . And if the 
deliverance from Egypt is no more remembered, surely those ceremonies . . . will be done away.” Ben 
Zoma. 
 

Paragraph 17. 
 (b) Since the temple was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70, no genealogical record has been 
faithfully preserved by the Jews. Certain classes have a traditional record, as those of the tribe of Levi, but 
this is only traditional. This idea might be suggestive concerning the literal restoration of the Jews as a 
nation. 
 

Paragraph 26. 
 (c) Whenever any people have taken interest in the conversion of the Jews to Christ it has always 
brought great blessings to the church. It has led the people to study God’s word, and to learn more of God’s 
plan concerning them. It will do the same at the present time. 
 
 
1. John 4:7-10.  
2. John 4:22.  
3. Romans 3:19.  
4. Romans 6:23.  
5. Isaiah 52:3. 
6. Psalm 49:7.  
7. Isaiah 43:10.  
8. Psalm 2:7, margin.  
9. Luke 4:18.  
10. Acts 10:38. 
11 Acts 4:27,28.  
12. John 10:34-36. 
13. Genesis 12:1-3. 
14. Genesis 15:4-18.  
15. Galatians 3:16.  
16. Numbers 23:9. 
17. Exodus 19:5, 6. 
18. Exodus 40:9-11.  
19. Exodus 28:3; 40:13.  
20. Exodus 28:40,41; 40:14,15.  
21. 1 Samuel 9:16; 15:17; 16:12; 1 Kings 1:39.  
22. 1 Chronicles 5:17; 9:11; Nehemiah 7:5. 
23. Ezra 2:61,61. 
24. Matthew 1:1.  
25. Hebrews 7:14; Revelation 5:5.  
26. Matthew 1:1-20; 9:17; 21:23; 15:22; 20:30, 31; 21:9, 15; 22:41; Mark 10:47, 48; 12:35,  
27. Ezekiel 2:3-8; Numbers 17:10; Daniel 9:5, 9; Lamentations 3:42; Jeremiah 5:23; Acts 7:51, 52.  
28. Isaiah 1:4; 59:1; 2 Chronicles 33:1, 9; 36:14.  
29. Deuteronomy 32:20; Matthew 17:17; Hebrews 4:2. 
30. John 4:22. 
31. Ephesians 2:14. 
32. John 1:11.  
33. Luke 16:15.  
34. Matthew 21:33, 46. 
35. 1 Samuel 16:7; Acts 4:12. 
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36. John 8:36.  
37. Matthew 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-4.  
38. 1 Corinthians 3:16-18. 
39. Acts 3:13-15.  
40. Matthew 23:37.  
41. 1 Corinthians 2:8.  
41. Acts 3:17.  
43. 1 Corinthians 10:11. 
44. Luke 4:18.  
45. John 4:22. 

 

2. The Talmudic Writings And Their Origin 
 
“To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 

them.” Isaiah 8:20. 
 

NO doubt every lover of the word of God, especially the student of the New Testament, has often 
wondered what the Savior meant when He rebuked the Pharisees and other teachers of His time for holding 
certain traditions. Or, what Paul had reference to where he mentions certain persons obeying the laws and 
ordinances of men. For instance, in Matthew [1] we find the Jewish leaders condemning the disciples of 
Jesus for not washing their hands according to the traditions of the elders, and Jesus in turn condemning 
them for frustrating the commandment of God, in order to observe their own tradition. In several other 
places in the teachings of the Savior, we find this thought mentioned, [2] also a number of times in the 
epistles. 

2. In Colossians we find this statement: 
 
 “ Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” [3] 
 
And again another statement: 
 
 “Touch not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the using, after the commandments 
and doctrines of men.” [4] 
 
Again, in writing to Timothy, Paul says: 
 
 “Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not 
about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.” [5] 
 
Again, in writing to Titus, the same apostle says: 
 “Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that rum from the truth.” [6] 
 
 3. Similar statements [7] too numerous to mention, abound in the teachings of the Savior and of 
the Apostles, and have awakened inquiry in the minds of every thoughtful reader of the word of the Lord. 
This is especially true of those who are not familiar with the teachings and writings of the Jewish rabbis. To 
gain an intelligent idea of these scriptures, and the reason for the Master’s statement of them, is the purpose 
of this chapter concerning the writings of the Talmud. 
 

THE TALMUD A COMPENDIUM. 
 4. The Talmud is not the writings of one man, nor of a mere set of men, it was not formed in a day, 
in a month, nor in a year. It was a growth and a development of the sayings of the supposedly great 
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teachers, covering a period of many centuries. The Talmud was begun soon after the return of the Jews 
from the Babylonian captivity several centuries before Christ, and was completed about the middle of the 
fourth century after Christ. The Talmud consists of two great general divisions: the “Mishria,” a 
commentary or text on the Old Testament Scriptures, containing nearly five thousand “mish naioth,” 
sections, or traditions. And the “Gemara,” the commentary of the Mishna, containing hundreds and 
thousands of laws, illustrations, allegories, commentaries, and a lot of other definable and indefinable 
sayings on anything and everything As Milman, the church historian, says of the Talmud: “That wonderful 
monument of human industry, human wisdom, and human folly!” 
 

TWO TALMUDS 
 5. There are two Talmuds, known as the “Talmud jeru shalmi,” or Jerusalem Talmud; “Talmud 
Bo-vel,” or Babylonian Talmud, so-called because the men who commented on the Mishna dwelt at 
Jerusalem and at Babylon. It may be of interest to the reader to follow the development of the Mishna, 
since this was what constituted the basis of the Jewish traditions at the time of Christ. 
 6. The Jews on account of their sins were sent into Babylonian captivity. [8] Here they remained in 
exile for seventy years. [9] While in this state of captivity the Scriptures were little known among them. 
They had very little of the word of God, occasionally a roll of the Scriptures having been laid up by some 
very godly man. [10] By the study of the books of Nehemiah and Ezra, [11] it will be seen that the people 
in general had greatly departed from the word of God in their captivity, and had lost sight of their Worship 
of God. Ezra, Nehemiah, Mordecai, and other men of God, sought to bring about a restoration of the word 
of God to the people, and associated with them men who would teach the people the pure word of God. 

7. In the days of these leaders, the truth was held up before the people, and much good was 
accomplished; but after their decease a new generation, as it Were, arose, and these followed not in the 
ways of their predecessors. Of the men who sought to bring about a reformation, the Talmud says: 
 
 “As soon as the men of the Great Synagogue met together, they restored the law to its pristine 
glory.” [12] 
 

THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE 
 8. These men who were the successors of Ezra and his associates, were formed into a sort of 
college, called “ K-Nes Seth Hagdola,” “the Great Synagogue,” or Synod, the last member of this order 
being “Simon the Just” who died about the second century before Christ. The one great object of these men 
seemed to be so to protect the law, or to make a fence or hedge about it, that it should be impossible for the 
people ever to depart from it. It can easily be understood that when the teachings of any people were left to 
the minds of just a few, who were to regulate their every mode of living, even to the least detail and 
minutia, the religion of the people would soon dwindle into a mere formalism their piety would consist in 
the observance outwardly of the legal enactments of these teachers. And at the same time would be built up 
a sort of spiritual despotism, with these men as the ecclesiastical despots. This is but a logical conclusion of 
such religion. And this exactly happened with the Jews; so that when Christ came, the people were bound 
with the fetters of human tradition, and. were enslaved by the spiritual despots, otherwise known as rabbis. 
That this really was so will be made more evident as we continue. 
 

THE SCRIBES 
 9. After the last one of the Great Synagogue passed away, the leaders of the people, who were the 
learned men of the Jews, took the name of “Sophrim,” or scribes, (a) because their business was to teach 
the people the contents of the “Books of the Law,” and to be the expositors of the Scriptures. Their great 
burden seemed to be to make a hedge about the law. So to circumscribe the word of God, according to their 
ideas of it, that the people should be fenced in by what they said, and hence their teaching came to be 
regarded as of equal importance with the word of God. Yes, in fact they regarded their teachings above the 
word of God. 
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THE ORAL LAW 
 10. In the book, “Ethics of the Fathers,” we find this statement concerning the purpose of these 
men: 
 
 “They said three things: Be deliberate in judgment; train up many disciples; and make a fence for 
the law.” – Chapter 1. 
 
 11. This they did, and did it well. These sayings of the teachers were not written in a book, but 
were handed down from one to another; and hence received the name, “To-rah Shel Ba-peh, “ the law of 
the mouth, or “the oral law.” The Bible, or the Scriptures, were called, “To-rah Sh-bek-thav,” or ‘,the 
written law.” While there were many of these “scribes” or teachers, there was always a great leader, who 
had the general supervision of the period in which he lived. When one man passed away, he was succeeded 
by another. Thus after Simon the Just, Antigonos of Socho, who was a disciple of this Simon, became the 
great leader. Every one of these leaders had disciples; sometimes they had many; and from among these 
disciples the successor was appointed. Thus of Hillel, the great teacher, it is said that he had eighty 
disciples. Thirty of them were worthy to have the glory of God rest upon them as it did upon Moses. Thirty, 
that the sun should stand still at their command as it did for Joshua; twenty were only moderately learned. 
The greatest of these eighty disciples was Joshua, son of Uziel, of whom it is said, that when he studied the 
law, every bird that flew over his head was at once burned up. 
 12. This Antigonos received the oral law from Simon; and one of the things he said was: “Be not 
like servants who serve their master for the sake of receiving a reward. But be like servants who serve their 
master without receiving a reward, and let the fear of heaven be upon you.” [13] Thus one rabbi after 
another would leave certain sayings which would be handed down to his successors; and these were 
preserved. Then if any teacher made a statement that some of the people doubted, all that would be 
necessary for him to say would be: “I heard such and such a rabbi say it;” and this would end the 
discussion. 
 

THE RABBI TO BE FEARED. 
 13. As a result of these methods, the oral law kept increasing, and regulations kept multiplying. 
The words of the rabbis became law to the people, and in studying the Scripture it must be interpreted only 
in the light of the rabbis. As a result, the rabbi came to be looked upon as a sort of deity; and was to be 
feared even as God. A few illustrations may be to the point: 
 “As a man is commanded to honor and fear his father, so he is bound to honor and fear his Rabbi 
more than his father.” 
 “If a man should see his father lose something, and his Rabbi lose something, he is first to return 
what his Rabbi has lost, then to return that which his father has lost.” 
 “If his father and his Rabbi be oppressed with a load, he is first to help his Rabbi down, then assist 
his father.” 
 “If his father and his Rabbi be in captivity, he is first to ransom his Rabbi, after that his father, 
unless his father be the disciple of a wise (or learned) man.” 
 “Thou must consider no honor greater than the honor of the Rabbi, and no fear greater than the 
fear of the Rabbi. The wise men have said The fear of thy Rabbi is as the fear of God.” 
 
 And the rabbi who first introduced this last saying is Rabbi Eleazer, son of Sharnuang, which 
saying is found in “Ethics of the Fathers,” chapter 4. 
 
 Again: “It is forbidden to a disciple to call his Rabbi by name, even when he is not in his 
presence.” 
 “Neither is he to salute his Rabbi, neither to return his salutation in the same manner that 
salutations are given or returned among friends. On the contrary he is to bow down before the Rabbi, and 
say to him with reverence and honor, Peace be to thee, Rabbi.” 
 
 14. The reader will no doubt see a new meaning in these words of the Savior in the light of the 
above statements: 
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 “And greetings in the market-places, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. Be not you called 
Rabbi; for One is your Master, even Christ; and all you are brethren.” [14] 
 

TEACHINGS OF RABBIS PLACED ABOVE GOD’S WORD 
 15. They were putting themselves in the place of God to the people; their sayings were placed 
upon equality with God’s teachings. Hence we read that the written law was like water; but the oral law, 
Mishna, was like wine: the Gemara, like spiced wine. Some went as far as to say that the words of the 
scribes are lovely above the words of the law (meaning the written law), for the words of the written law 
are weighty and light; but the words of the scribes are all weighty. One, Rabbi Judah, son of Tamai, said: 
“A child at five years should study the Bible, at ten the Mishna, at fifteen the Gernara.” 
 From this last statement it can be seen that three times as much value is placed upon the words of 
men as upon the words of God. The person as he comes to years of maturity should regard the words of the 
Scripture only one-third as much as he does the words of the rabbis. Yes, they go so far as to say: 
 “Yea, though they should tell thee that thy right hand is the left, and the left hand that it is the 
right, it must be believed.” 
 It is not surprising, then, that the Savior condemned those teachers for making void the word of 
God by their tradition. By their multiplicity of maxims they enslaved the man; they put the word of God 
aside, in order that their words might be highly esteemed. 
 

CONTEMPORARY LEADERS 
 16. There were times when there were several leaders, and frequently they would disagree as to 
their ideas of the Scriptures, or Scriptural exposition. Which is right was often the question, as the people 
were only to understand the law interpreted and expounded by these men. The common people were never 
supposed to understand the Scriptures themselves; this is why, no doubt, we find the following statement: 
 “But this people who knows not the law are cursed.” “They answered and said unto him, thou was 
altogether born in sins, and does thou teach us? And they cast him out.” [15] 
 
 17. It was only the wise and educated who were expected to know the Scriptures; whatever these 
men said must be final. An appeal to any other source meant excommunication. [16] No doubt this is why 
Nicodemus came to Christ at night. [17] This will also explain why more of the people did not receive 
Jesus 
 

HILLEL AND SHAMMI 
 18. Two of the most noted contemporary teachers were Hillel and Shammi, who flourished about 
the time of Christ’s advent. Each represented a different school of theology and were frequently were 
engaged in strong arguments. On one occasion there arose a heated discussion about a hen that laid her 
eggs on the Sabbath, whether or not it was lawful to eat such egg or eggs. As a result of this strong debate, 
an entire treatise, called “Bet-za “ (egg), is written on this subject. Hillel stuck to his legal decision, and 
what he claimed would be the position of the other great rabbis, namely, that the egg was not to be eaten. 
Shammi, however, who was of the more lenient class, claimed that it could be. What was to be done? Both 
of these men were held in great esteem. Their disciples were sitting by and awaiting the outcome. The 
whole structure of their interpretation of Scripture might crumble should either admit defeat. 

19. Finally one of the company raised his voice, and shouted, “Bath-kol” (literally, the daughter of 
a voice). This was their substitute for “the spirit of prophecy.” They claimed this is the way God revealed 
Himself to them. When some person said “Bath-kol” a hush fell upon the entire company. What said the 
Bath-kol concerning the point under discussion. This was the reply: 
 
 “Both are the words of the living God, yet the rule of the school of Hillel should be followed.”- 
Tractate Eruvin. 
 
 20. Is it to be wondered at that the Savior said they strained at a gnat, and swallowed a camel? Can 
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we not see why the Savior condemned them and their teachings, and why the Apostles warned the people 
against listening to them? 
 

DISTORTING SCRIPTURE. 
 21. As a result of such misinterpretation of Scripture, we can the better understand what the 
Apostle Peter meant when he said there were some who wrested the Scripture to their own damnation. [18] 
The word of God was made of none effect through such twisting and distorting. The people were taught to 
believe anything and everything; and whatever came from these men to them must be the word of God. 
 

LOOSE INTERPRETATION. 
 22. It was not difficult for these teachers, in view of such license and arrogancy, to claim that the 
word of God had more than one interpretation, and, whichever way the Scripture was interpreted, was 
lawful. As a result it was claimed that every passage of Scripture had at least four different interpretations, 
to which were given the following names: “Peshat,” or the simple way (This is taking the text as it reads); 
“Derush,” or the spiritual way; “Remez,” the allegorical or parabolical way. “Sod,” or the secret way. From 
the first four letters of Peshat, Remez, Derush, Sod, the acrostic PaRDes was formed; hence the word 
“Paradise.” 
 It having been established that Scripture could be interpreted, it was found that four ways were not 
sufficient; hence this Hillel formed what was known as the seven rules of interpretation. This method was 
followed for a time until Rabbi Ishmael raised it to thirteen rules, and finally one, Rabbi Jose of Galilee, (b) 
introduced what is known as the “ Thirty-two Rules of Interpretation.” And the Talmud itself says that the 
law can be interpreted in forty-nine different modes. From the foregoing, we can the better understand why 
the Savior said on one occasion: 
 

“You do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.” [19] 
 
 23. Scores, hundreds, even thousands of laws and interpretations were made from the Scriptures - 
they surely succeeded in making a fence for the law; but the law and the Scripture had dwindled into a mere 
form of words. [20] They had the shell, but did not taste the sweetness of the nut within. 
  

A VOLUMINOUS MASS 
 24. To say nothing of the Gemara, the commentary of the Mishna, the latter alone contains sixty-
three tractates, divided into five hundred and twenty-five chapters, consisting of nearly five thousand 
separate sections, or traditions. Nearly all these were in vogue in the days of the Savior, and these were the 
special laws. There were a vast number of others which, while perhaps more secondary, were nevertheless 
to be observed and obeyed. It should be further remembered that all these thousands of laws were not 
written at the time of Christ, they were simply handed down from mouth to mouth. Daring the second 
century after Christ, they were collected in volumes by a very learned rabbi called “Rabbi Juda, the Na-si, 
or Prince.” (c) He gathered these sayings which had been handed down for nearly six centuries, and 
classified them under six great heads, or divisions, giving them the name of “Sederim,” or Orders. (d) This 
voluminous work, the Mishna, was the basis for all study of the law. The Bible itself, if studied, must be 
understood in the light of the Mishna. Of course the people had the scrolls; they read them some, but if they 
wanted to know their meaning they must ascertain what the rabbis said concerning them. If two or more 
disagreed upon any point, they were to believe what all the teachers said. They dared not ask many 
questions; if they did they were liable to excommunication. It was further claimed that these expositions of 
the rabbis were in direct succession from Moses, because it is written in “The Ethics of the Fathers” that 
 

“Moses received the law from Sinai, and delivered it to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, and the 
elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the men of the Great Synagogue.” 
 



PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF ISRAEL 
 

www.maranathamedia.com.au 
 

14

IT IS CLAIMED MOSES RECEIVED THESE TRADITIONS. 
 25. Tradition goes even farther and says that Moses received these teachings and explanations of 
the Scriptures from the Lord himself and, instead of committing them to writing, he spoke them orally to 
Aaron, to his sons, to the seventy elders, and to all the people. Each class having heard him repeat them 
four times. Still another passage in the Talmud tries, by a perverted interpretation of the following passage 
of Scripture, to prove conclusively that “the oral law “ was given to Moses: 
 
 “And I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which 1 have written; that 
thou may teach them.’ Exodus 24: 12. Rabbi Levi argues that ‘the tables of stone’ are the Ten 
Commandments. The ‘law’ is the written law in the five books of Moses. The ‘commandments’ are the 
Mishna. ‘which I have written’ refers to the prophets and the Scriptures: while the words 1 that thou may 
teach them, point to the Gemara. From this we learn that all was given to Moses on Sinai.” [21] 
 
 26. In view of the above, we should not be surprised that the Jews reviled the blind man, as 
recorded in John 9, and said: “Thou art His disciple but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke 
unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is.” [22] But ah! Did they only know and 
understand Moses and the prophets, they would have understood Him; for Moses wrote of Him. [23] In 
Moses’ writings were contained scriptures which were fulfilled in Him, [24] and which they would have 
seen had they only studied them in the light of the Spirit instead of in the darkness of their tradition. 
 

IMPOSSIBLE TO FORM CORRECT ESTIMATE 
 27. It would be absolutely impossible to give the reader any fair or comprehensive idea of the 
voluminous mass that forms the Talmud. Its origin we have traced; its composition in part we have seen; its 
intent we have learned, its results can be better appreciated. 
 The people left the Fountain of Living Water, [25] and hewed for themselves cisterns, broken ones 
at that, which could hold no water. Surely, then, we ought to appreciate more the purity of the word of the 
Lord as revealed by Jesus Christ, made plain by the Holy Spirit. We can also see more clearly, I trust, many 
sayings which hitherto have seemed hard to understand, that our love for the word of God may become 
more intensified. 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
 

Paragraph 9. 
 (a) The title of 11 scribe “ was not first introduced at this period, as there had for centuries been 
certain persons whose business it was to write and transcribe the Scriptures. But this period developed a 
distinct class who abused the original design of the scribe to gain self-emolument. 
 

Paragraph 22. 
 (b) This Rabbi Jose, of Galilee, lived about the middle of the second century after Christ. 
 

Paragraph 24. 
 (c) Rabbi Judah was pre-eminently called “the Rabbi.” No other Rabbi did so much to hold the 
Jews together as a people as he did. He was a great scholar, very pious, had accumulated great wealth 
which he lavished freely; was quite ambitious to build up a permanent ecclesiasticism among the Jews, 
with which plan he succeeded well. The time, labor, and means expended to gather the mass of traditions 
which had accumulated for nearly five centuries must have been tremendous. Nevertheless he 
accomplished this before his death. The influence of his work has been so powerful that, like Romanism, it 
has succeeded in keeping the Jews together as a separate people with their peculiar customs, nearly 
seventeen hundred years. 
 (d) The following are the names of the six great divisions of the Mishna: 

1. Zeraim, or Seeds. This division contains eleven tractates. 
 2. Moed, or Festivals. This division has twelve tractates. Most all the laws and traditions 
concerning the Sabbath come under this order. 
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 3. Nashim, or Women. This division has seven tractates, and is de voted to the female sex, from 
infancy to death. 

4. Nezekim, Damages, containing ten tractates. 
 5. K-do-shim, or Consecration, containing eleven tractates. These tracts deal largely with the 
sacrificial system. 

6. T-ho-roth, or Purifications, containing twelve tractates. 
 
1. Matthew 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13.  
2. Matthew 9:14.  
3. Colossians 2:8.  
4. Colossians 2:20-23. 
5. 2 Timothy 2:14. 
6. Titus l:14.  
7. 2 Peter 2:1-3, 12-18; 3:16; 2 John 1:7; 3 John 1:9, 10; Acts 20:28-31 
8 Daniel 1:1-2; 2 Chronicles 36:14-21.  
9. Jeremiah 29:10; 25:11, 12.  
10. See Daniel 9:2. 
11. Ezra 10; Nehemiah 10, 13. 
12. As quoted in "The Talmud; What it is,” by Bernard Pick. 
13. "Ethics of the Fathers,” Chapter 1. 
14. Matthew 23:7, 8. 
15. John 7:49.  
16. John 9:22; 12:42. 
17. John 3:1-10. 
18. 2 Peter 3:16.  
19. Matthew 22:29. 
20. Romans 2:20. 
21. Talmud, Berachoth, chapter 5.   
22. John 9:28, 29.  
23. John 5:46, 47. 
24. Luke 24:44.   
25. Jeremiah 2:12, 13. 
 

3. The Different Sects Of Jews  
 
“Not every one that said unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the 

will of My Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21. 
 

CHRIST’S PRAYER FOR UNITY 
THE burden of the prayer of Christ, as recorded in John 17, was for unity and harmony. He longed 

and hoped and prayed for oneness. He said: 
 
 “Neither pray 1 for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; 
that they all may be one. As Thou Father, art in Me, and 1 in Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that the 
world may believe that Thou has sent Me. And the glory which Thou gave Me I have given them. That they 
may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; that the 
world may know that Thou has sent Me, and has loved them, as Thou has loved Me.” [1] 
 

2. Not only in this chapter do we have Him breathing 6 these sentiments, but all through His life’s 
experience we find the same truth taught and lived. For instance, in another place, He says: 
 

“I and My Father are one.” [2] 
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 3. When the Jewish teachers came to Him, on one occasion, seeking for information upon the 
subject of divorce, he referred them to the oneness between man and wife, the plan of God in the beginning. 
[3] There was to be the same relation between people as between Christ and God and this bond of unity was 
designed of God to bind every person in Jesus Christ. Thus would be fulfilled that prayer of the Apostle 
Paul, as recorded in Ephesians: 
 
 “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named.” [4] 
 
 4. Hence Paul made that statement which we find recorded in another place in Ephesians: 
 

“That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him.” [5] 
 
 5. After the Savior went away, the same thought of oneness was ever kept before the church of 
Christ by, His Apostles, in teaching, in preaching, and in writing. 
 

WHY GOD WISHED UNITY AMONG THE PEOPLE 
6. The Lord sought to keep the Jews together as a people, in order to impress them with the 

thought of unity, that the true God was one, [6] and that He desired that same unity to exist between 
Himself and His people, as well as among the people themselves. This was to be an object lesson both to 
the Jews, and to the world through them, of the harmony which was to be brought about through the 
blessed Messiah. 
 7. This oneness and harmony could only be maintained by strict obedience to the Word of God,-in 
always following the truth as God gave it. It is a fact familiar to every reader of the Bible that the Jews 
were most united when they strictly followed the word of God; [7] When they failed to comply with His 
Wishes, there followed division, diversion, confusion. 
 

CAUSE FOR DIVISION 
 8. It can easily be understood why there existed so many different beliefs and sects among the 
Jews when Christ came to earth. It was because of so many traditions, opinions, “halachath” (laws), 
“haggodoth” (discussions), and other fanciful notions of the Scriptures. Every teacher had the opportunity 
of hearing the “Bath-kol,” the substitute for the spirit of prophecy; while if several learned men held 
opposite views, they could all be easily reconciled by this poor substitution. Their decisions and legal 
maxims became law; even should another person or set of men arise, and speak altogether contrary to their 
predecessors. Still these decisions must also be respected as the word of God. So that at the time of Christ 
there existed various classes of thought: each claiming supreme authority; each claiming to be right and 
true; each claiming that its laws and statutes must be followed; and yet no two of them agreeing. It is but 
natural then that the Savior should make the following statement concerning the people: 
 
 “And Jesus, when He came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and He began to teach them many things.” [8] 
 

SECTS AMONG THE JEWS 
 9. Of the ten classes of religionists that existed at the time of Christ, entirely or in part Jewish, four 
different distinct sects will cover them all. Three of the sects are mentioned in the New Testament. These 
are the Sadducces, the Pharisees, the Samaritans. The other is mentioned by Josephus, [9] the Essenes. 
While there were other classes or parties, in matter of belief and religious views they held to some one of 
the four sects mentioned. It might be well to notice them for the information of the reader: the Galileans, 
the Nazarites, the Proselytes, the Publicans, the Herodians, the Scribes. 
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THE GALILEANS 
 10. Of the Galileans the New Testament says but little, though Josephus gives us slightly more 
information. They are mentioned but twice in the New Testament; [10] and from the inferences drawn from 
these scriptures, it might appear that they were considered a turbulent and seditious people. Josephus 
conveys the idea that nearly all the troubles that came to the Jews were due to them. From Luke 13:1, it 
would seem that the Jews in general thought them a very wicked and sinful class, because of Pilate’s 
treatment of them. The Savior, in His reply, recognized that they were sinners; [11] though He said they 
were no worse than others who did not believe God. In their flourishing period they had for a leader one 
Judas, [12] who drew a great following after him, especially from among the Pharisees. They were soon 
scattered, and came to naught. Their religious belief was similar to the Pharisees, though they offered 
sacrifices by themselves. They claimed that civil governments had nothing whatever to do with religion, 
and they would not concede any rights to any foreign power. 
 

THE NAZARITES 
 11. The Nazarites had been in existence for many centuries, though they could not exactly be 
termed a sect. There were two divisions even of this class. The term “Nazar,” separated, was given to those 
people who were to be especially separated to God. The origin of the people is found in the laws given to 
Moses, recorded in Numbers. [13] 
 12. The one class were dedicated to God from the birth. Such were Samson, Samuel, and John the 
Baptist. [14] Three things especially were to be observed by this class: they must not drink wine, must not 
eat any unclean food, and must shave the head. The other class were those who devoted themselves to God 
for a certain period, during which time they made vows which they must perform; they also shaved their 
heads. We find an illustration of this class in Paul, also in Paul with four other men. [15] In essential belief 
they were classed with the Pharisees. 
 

THE PROSELYTES 
13. The term “proselyte” is used in the New Testament only four times. [16] It is derived from a 

Hebrew word, “Ger,” which means a stranger. It was the coming over of a person who formerly was a 
Gentile into the Jewish faith. The Jews were not desirous to have people of other nationalities come over 
and join themselves to them, though the Lord had repeatedly said in the Old Testament that He made 
special provisions if the stranger wished to join himself to the people of God, and be one with them. [17] 
When a Gentile, however, did wish to become a proselyte, the Jews caused him to pass through some 
severe experiences, among which were circumcision, a mode of dipping or baptism, the acceptation of all 
the Mosaic laws, with many other rites. However, they were generally informed that they could not become 
true Israelites or Jews, or ever think to share in the fullness of the promise to Abraham. How different are 
the teachings of the Savior, when he declares that there shall be one Shepherd and one fold. [18] Paul, also, 
in his epistle to the Galatians, plainly states that if we are Christ’s, we are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. [19] 
 14. When the Pharisees succeeded in gaining a “Ger,” a proselyte, they often made him ten times 
worse than he was before, as he was apt to be taught many of their vices, as well as their supposed virtues. 
This is evident from the following words of the Savior: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for you compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, you make him two-fold more 
the child of hell than yourselves.” [20] However, there were many proselytes who were good men, men of 
God, who longed to be free from much of the form and tradition that surrounded their teaching, and to 
understand the pure truth. This is clear from the following scripture: 
 “Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed 
Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.” [21] 
 One of the proselytes became a member of the deacons 22 chosen in the early church. In belief 
they generally followed the Pharisees. 
 

THE PUBLICANS 
 15. The publicans were a class of Jews who were social outcasts. They were not considered a sect, 
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neither had they any special belief. What religious views they held leaned toward the Pharisees, though the 
latter regarded them with a terrible hatred. This class, however, is frequently spoken of in the New 
Testament, and the cause of their being so lightly esteemed is, in brief, as follows: 
 

HOW THIS CLASS ORIGINATED AMONG THE JEWS 
 16. After Palestine and other Jewish territory came under Roman jurisdiction, the country was 
divided into districts, and the right to gather taxes upon all taxable goods was sold to the highest bidder. 
These rights were generally bought by the Roman senators, who in turn sub-sold them to another class. The 
latter were generally non-Jews, who resided in districts away from the Jewish quarters. Hence these, in 
turn, sub-sold their rights to the Jews, who followed as a profession the gathering of taxes from their fellow 
countrymen. The reader will perhaps better appreciate why this contempt by their fellow men, when he 
considers that the Romans were regarded as extremely hostile to the Jews, and their most-to-be-dreaded 
foes. This being true of the Romans, how much more terrible must it have been for these Jews to become 
willing tools in the hands of Rome. They were therefore looked upon as the vile, the refuse, the outcast; 
they were associated with the lowest classes of people, with the heathen and with the sinners. [23] The 
Pharisee, therefore, thought he had a right, when going to the temple, to thank God he was not like the 
publican. [24] 
 17. The publicans were apt to take advantage of their countrymen because of this deep-seated 
hatred, and would naturally extort money unjustly, by charging an exorbitant amount per tax. Rome, 
however, generally sympathized with the publicans, when complaints were offered by the Jews, because of 
the surplus the law-makers received as a lion’s share. 
 18. Being ostracized by their fellow countrymen, they were naturally led to form a social order 
among themselves. In this social familiarity they were very strong, and were highly esteemed by each 
other. This is no doubt why the Lord made the mention He did in the following text: “And if you salute 
your brethren only, what do you more than others? do not even the Publicans so?” [25] 
 

HOW THE PHARISEES REGARDED THE PUBLICANS 
 19. We find, however, that these people were strongly drawn toward John the Baptist [26] and 
toward Jesus. [27] Not having the social comforts of the Jewish religion; not having permission to attend 
any of the religious services; not being even privileged to attend the temple service, or to contribute toward 
the support of the worship of God; not being allowed any of the society of the Jews with their families, it 
can readily be seen why they would welcome the teachings of the Baptizer and of Jesus. The Pharisees, on 
the other hand, not only refused to associate with them, but anathematized every one who had any dealings 
with them. They went so far as to teach that it was impossible for a publican to be saved, or to have any 
share in the world to come. They would not even give him a Jewish burial in order to keep him from 
defiling Jewish soil. This naturally in the estimation of the pious Jew would exclude him from a 
resurrection, as only those Jews would be revived in the last day who were laid in sacred soil. (a) 

They were susceptible to religious truth. They realized that they were sinners; [28] if they could 
secure any other occupation, many were ready to accept it. 
 

MANY PUBLICANS RECEIVED THE MESSAGE OF JOHN AND JESUS 
 20. Large numbers of them were baptized by John, and believed his message; consequently when 
Jesus came, they were prepared to receive him. Jesus saw in them honest souls, hungry for His truth, ready 
to follow Him. While their business was naturally a profitable one, thus giving many of them great wealth, 
there were those among them who were prepared at the call of Jesus to leave their post, cast aside their 
garment, and follow Him. Hence Matthew [29] the publican, was one of the twelve, the writer of the 
wonderful Gospel by that name. Then we find Zaccheus, [30] another wealthy person of the same class, 
who received the Savior very cordially, and was prepared to devote at least half of his wealth to the cause 
of Christ. To him Jesus brought salvation, which he eagerly and gladly accepted. 
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PHARISEES ANGRY BECAUSE JESUS ATE WITH PUBLICANS 
 21. Frequently the Savior would receive invitations to dine with them, and attend other social 
gatherings. [31] Jesus nearly always accepted the invitation; for he knew it would be a grand opportunity to 
feed them with the bread of life, while they supplied his physical needs. This, however, angered the 
Pharisees and the scribes, and led them to conclude that Jesus could not be sent of God. If He were, they 
reasoned, He never would associate with such a class. Jesus understood the needs of this people, and this no 
doubt explains why He answered the Pharisees as he did [32] As a result of the life, the teaching, the labors 
of Jesus and the disciples, a large number of this class [33] were firm and devoted followers of Christ. 
 

THE HERODIANS 
 22. This class of people received their name from Herod, the king, the father of the house of that 
name. He was the one who reigned when Jesus was born, and to whom the wise men came, and inquired 
for the location of Jesus’ birthplace. [34] The Herodians were a sort of political party, though their faith 
was Jewish. They, however, had no special regard for the laws of Moses nor for the traditions of the 
Fathers; yet they were always prepared to adopt them -when, by so doing, their ends could be best served. 
They had strong hope that Herod would found so great and powerful a dynasty that the Jews would 
eventually be brought under the permanent rule of the Herod family. 
 23. They mingled the heathen practices of Rome with their politico-religious ideas of the Jews. 
Every opportunity they had they would introduce some evil practice among, the Jews, and thus lower the 
religious tone of the people. By so doing they hoped to gain in favor and in power with those whom they so 
influenced. They would gladly unite with any class of the Jews in any plot, in order to accomplish their 
purpose for gaining prestige. Thus we find them uniting with the Pharisees in a plot for Christ’s death. [35] 
At another time we find them used as willing spies for the Pharisees and Sadducees to entrap [36] the 
Savior. Jesus, however, knew their design, and he sternly rebuked them. They had not a very long existence 
after the rule of the Herods. Like other religion-political parties their own hypocrisy helped to bring about 
their destruction. 
 

THE SCRIBES 
 24. These people were not an independent sect, but were a branch of the Pharisees. The term 
“scribe,” is from the Hebrew word “Sofer,” meaning “ one who writes,” or “transcribes.” [37] This is why 
the term is applied to this class. As a party they began to flourish after the passing away of Ezra, and were 
prominent for several centuries in influencing the people by their writings and teachings. Having so great 
an advantage by virtue of their position, they used it largely for self-aggrandizement. Instead of being true 
teachers and writers, imparting the knowledge of God and His law, they were denounced by the Savior as 
hypocrites. [38] They were inclined toward strong Pharisaical tendencies, and were feared, reverenced, and 
highly esteemed by the people. With this class can also be reckoned the lawyers. More will be said 
concerning them when describing the sect of the Pharisees. 
 

THE ESSENES 
 25. Of this sect of the Jews nothing is said directly in the Scriptures; but Dr. Ginsburg, in “Kitto’s 
Encyclopedia,” thinks that this is the class referred to by the Savior in Matthew 19:12. They disbelieved in 
marriage, and placed very little confidence in womankind. They would take the children of different classes 
of Jews at an early age, and instruct them in their teachings, which prolonged the life of the sect. Their 
main teaching was piety, holy living, and a low regard for wealth. Josephus gives a lengthy description of 
them in his “Second Book of Jewish Wars,” (b) as a result of which some are inclined to think that he 
leaned in that direction himself. They believed very much as did the Pharisees concerning the Scriptures 
and the laws of Moses; but they rejected absolutely the traditions and maxims of the rabbis. They did not 
have a very long existence, and never became very influential among the Jews. 
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THE SADDUCEES 
 26. This class is frequently mentioned in the New Testament, and they often came in contact with 
the Savior and with the Apostles. They were a large and powerful faction, though they did not have the 
following of the masses. They were very wealthy and quite influential, but were strongly inclined toward 
infidelity. They held a similar relation to the Pharisees of the time as do the so-called “higher critics “ to the 
orthodoxy of the present, who not only discard many of the popular theological errors, but also seek to 
undermine faith in the word of God. 
 27. Of their origin nothing definite can be determined, though it is claimed by some they were the 
offspring of one Zadok, which means “righteousness,” a disciple of Antigonos of Socho. He succeeded 
Sinion, the just, the last member of the Great Synagogue, who lived about the middle of the second century 
before Christ. While like the Pharisees they claimed to be closely following the word of God, they in fact 
thrust aside many of the fundamental truths of the Bible. They claimed to teach and interpret the law of 
Moses according to the strict letter; and took the position from their standpoint that many of the beliefs the 
Pharisees held could not be proved from the Scriptures. True the Pharisees did adhere to views which were 
anti-scriptural and man-made only. Nevertheless there were many things they did believe which the 
Sadducees rejected, that were in harmony, with the word of God. The idea of the resurrection of the literal 
body from the dead they ridiculed; [39] and thought it almost preposterous to think that when a person once 
was dead he could again rise with a material body. Being rather extreme literalists on much of the letter of 
the Bible, they reasoned that such a view was neither philosophical nor logical. 
 

CHRIST SILENCED THE SADDUCEES 
 28. The Pharisees, however, regarded this doctrine of the resurrection as a fundamental belief, 
without which they considered they could not have hope in God. [40] (c) This view of things will explain 
many passages of Scripture, showing why the Sadducees came to Christ as they did. At one time, be it 
remembered, they carne to Christ, and thought they would cite an instance which came under their 
observation, to show him the utter fallacy of the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, if He did believe in 
it as did the Pharisees. [41] The Savior revealed to them their ignorance and put them to silence. 
  

PAUL TAKING ADVANTAGE OF SADDUCEES 
 29. On another occasion when Paul was before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish council or tribunal to 
determine law cases among the Jews, which was composed of both Pharisees and Sadducees, he noticed 
that there was a discussion going on among themselves on this very point. He seized the opportunity to 
declare himself on the side of the Pharisees; this of course gave him a great advantage for the time being, as 
there was constant and bitter hatred between the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
 

THEY NEITHER BELIEVED IN SPIRITUAL BEINGS 
 30. Not believing in the resurrection of the dead, it is easy to see why they should not believe in 
angelic ministrations or in spiritual beings of any kind; hence their belief on this point can be readily known 
whenever the subject would come under consideration. For this reason we read the following: 
 
 “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit.” [42] 
 

OPPOSED TO ALL TRADITIONS 
 31. Against traditions of every kind they were bitterly and relentlessly opposed. They claimed that 
it was sufficient to believe the teachings of Moses as they were, without adding any further burden; though 
these teachings were not regarded by the Sadducees from their truly inspired standpoint. They considered 
the Pharisees hypocrites, ridiculing them, constantly seeking to sow strife and discord among them; pulling 
their believers from them at every opportunity. They would often say and do things against the Pharisees 
which were very bitter and foul. They used every means in their possession to cause the rivalry between 
these two sects to continue. So the Savior warned the people of His time of the leaven or malice of the 
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Sadducees, [43] and of imbibing their teachings or their spirit. 
 

SADDUCEES WOULD UNITE WITH PHARISEES TO OPPOSE JESUS 
 32. While it is true they were bitterly opposed to the other religious sect, whenever the common 
cause of opposing Christ gave opportunity, they would always join with the Pharisees. For the Savior made 
bare their iniquities, and showed their true character before the people. Jesus would read their hearts and 
open their real condition as religious leaders and teachers. This angered them greatly, and they would stoop 
to almost anything to get revenge. And so we find them joining hands with the Pharisees in tempting Christ, 
[44] and also taking part in condemning him to death. 
 33. We find them later persecuting the Apostles by imprisoning them, forbidding them to preach 
the gospel of Christ, and especially condemning them for preaching about the resurrection of the dead. [45] 
In nothing concerning religious belief were they as strict as the Pharisees, though claiming to be the proper 
kind of Jews, and the true idealists of the worshipers of God. However, sad to say, they had very little use 
for the blessed Savior, because his life was so pure and holy, as contrasted with their pompous, outward 
show, and their laxity of morals. While they assisted in the crucifying of the Christ and the persecution of 
the Apostles, the truth of the gospel continued just the same, with the power of the Spirit accompanying it, 
and many believing in the Lord Jesus through the preaching of the risen Savior from the dead. 
 

OF SHORT DURATION 
 34. They did not last very long after the early church began to flourish, though they did all in their 
power to stop its progress. Sad to say, however, Sadduceeism, or non-resurrectionism, is in a measure 
extant at the present time; but the same power of the Christ that conquered error then, will again do 
likewise. 
 

THE PHARISEES 
 35. The greatest, most powerful, most influential, most scrupulous, most religious sect of the 
times, and the most bitter to the gospel of Christ, was the Pharisees. In fact from the opening of the New 
Testament, the beginning of the work of John the Baptist, till the close of the earthly ministrations of 
Christ, continuing through to the work of the early church, even when it was quite well advanced, we 
constantly meet with this class of Jews. While claiming to be the true children of God, the Savior said they 
were the children of the devil. [46] While professing to be leaders of the religious thought of the day, their 
lives and conduct, when compared with their profession, showed them to be the most irreligious. 
 36. The subject is one of importance and deserves much attention, especially since they were the 
chief actors against the work of the Savior and the early church. Many of the traditions, customs, and 
ceremonies of the Jewish people at the time of Christ originated with them, by an understanding of which 
we can better appreciate the sayings of Christ. We shall therefore consider them, their belief, their 
teachings, and some of their customs, in a chapter by itself. 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
Paragraph 19. 

 (a) The rabbis taught that all soil outside of Palestine was unclean and defiling. They would permit 
plants to be brought from other soil; but before the person could bring the plant into the city, he was 
obliged to shake off every bit of the soil attached to it. To do otherwise would be accounted sinful. This 
thought lends force to the Savior’s exhortation to the disciples when they were sent to preach the gospel. 
He said: “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when you depart thence, shake off the dust 
under your feet, for a testimony against them.” Mark 6:11. See also Acts 13:51. 
 When this was done, the Jew would learn that he was regarded as unworthy of being put in Jewish 
soil. To him it would also mean he would not sleep with his fathers, nor have any resurrection in the last 
day. In other words, it would be to him practically the loss of the world to come. 
 At the present time the orthodox Jews have special, consecrated soil, as being the nearest they can 
have to the original, the blessing upon it being substituted for the holy city in location. 
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Paragraph 25. 

 (b) In chapter eight of the “Second Book of Wars,” Josephus gives quite a lengthy description of 
this class. The reader is referred to this chapter should he wish an extended knowledge of this sect. 
 

Paragraph 28. 
 (c) Even to the present day the orthodox Jew confesses his firm faith in the resurrection of the 
dead. Their prayer-books abound with the idea. Frequently we find this thought closely associated with the 
coming of the Messiah. As for instance, on the first page of the daily service we find the following: “At the 
end of the days He will send our Messiah, to redeem those who hope to the end for salvation. God will raise 
the dead according to his abundant mercy. Blessed be the name of His praise to all eternity.” - Daily 
Prayer-book. 
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44. Matthew 16:1.  
45. Acts 4:1, 2,   
46. John 8:44. 
 

4. The Sect of the Pharisees 
 

“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him: 
where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: 

but Christ is all, and in all.” Colossians 3: 10, 11. 
 
THAT the Pharisees were regarded a sect, and a strict one, is evident from the following words of Paul: 
 

“That after the most straightest sect of our religion 1 lived a Pharisee.” [1] 
 
 2. Possibly the reader may have wondered why the Savior had so much to say about the Pharisees, 
and why such scathing denunciations should ever have come from His lips. Especially is this thou-ht 
forcible when viewed in the light of Matthew 23. [2] No less than nine woes are there pronounced, as well 
as a prophecy of the most dire punishment meted out to any people since the days of Adam. [3] This, 
however, will be made plain as we trace their history. 
 3. The word “Pharisee,” from the Hebrew “Parash,” separate, was applied to these people because 
of their attempt to separate themselves from all other classes, as the particularly favored ones of heaven, the 
especially chosen of God. This is evident from the manner in which the Pharisee offered his prayer: 
 “God, 1 thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican.” [4] 
 4. They professed to trace their history to the times of Ezra, and regarded with great pride their 
ancestry. It is no doubt known that when the children of Israel returned from Babylon, there were many of 
the people who had intermarried with the heathen, during their sojourn in captivity. At their return Ezra 
read to them from the law of Moses that they ought not to have committed so grievous a sin; and so many 
of the people immediately separated themselves from their wives. They then entered into a covenant with 
God, and with one another, that they would follow strictly the law of Moses, and ever after keep themselves 
from being defiled and made impure by contamination with strangers. [5] 
 

REFORMATION OF THE JEWS 
 5. It was mentioned in Chapter 2 that after the restoration of the Jews from Babylonian captivity, 
several of the leaders brought about a reformation, hoping so to impress them with the truth of the word of 
God that they would never commit the same sins again. The reformation was made upon several points, 
among which were the following in particular: the observance of the Sabbath [6] separation from heathen 
women [7] and from strangers of all classes who were not Jews [8] and the payment of the tithes for the 
support of the priesthood. [9] The purpose of these men of God in bringing about this reformation was 
certainly noble, inspiring, God-like and the Jews certainly needed the work done. But like every other truth, 
the devil took these very means which should have been a blessing to the whole race, and should have 
prepared them for the coming Messiah, and hid the truth under the great mass of traditions, until they lost 
sight of the true knowledge of God. 
 6. While these people claimed to be the successors, in name, of those reformers of Ezra’s period, 
they were far from having the same spirit of love and truth. As these teachers increased in power and 
influence, their methods of action and association increased accordingly. It thus became necessary to 
explain to the people the extent of the meaning of these customs and reforms, as they asserted the 
Scriptures intended. As a result these religious teachers, and those people who accepted their teachings, 
formed themselves into a sort of community or fraternity, known as the “Che-voorah.” The way this was 
brought about was as follows: 
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ORIGIN OF “CHE-VOORAH,” OR FRATERNITY 
 7. After Haggai and Malachi, the last two prophets, passed away, the 11 spirit of prophecy “ 
ceased from among the Jews. Having no one to instruct them directly from God, apostasy naturally soon 
followed. Some of the leading theologians, instead of seeking God ever to teach the people right ways and 
true statutes, spent much of their time in discussing theology, and making additional outward observances 
for the people. Hoping these would keep the people in a spiritual state, as well as reform them, where 
reformation was needed. A commission was appointed to go through the land, to ascertain to what degree 
the people were complying with the statutes and laws, especially those pertaining to the tithing, and to the 
separation from the heathen. It was found that the offerings which belonged to the priests were devoted; but 
the second tithes and those for the poor, were not observed. It was then found necessary to enforce certain 
laws which should decide who would be loyal to the law. Therefore decrees were issued calling upon those 
people everywhere who would pay these various tithes, as well as follow the other teachings and 
observances of these leaders, to form associations, or companies. Everybody who would not tithe all that 
came to him, or everything he raised, before he used any portion of it, was to be excluded from the 
fraternity. These people were to buy and sell to one another; were to associate only among themselves; 
were exempt from certain taxes and imposts that other Jews were not who did not belong to the “Che-
voorah.” Of course this gave these Jews great advantage over all others; and, in view of these facts, no 
doubt there is much meaning in the statement of the Savior when He said: 

The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, 
that observe and do; but do not you after their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with 
one of their fingers.” [10] 
 8. It can readily be seen what great hardship such laws would work on the people who were in the 
minority, who did not belong to this fraternity, yet were dependent to secure their necessities from these 
people. They would have to pay more for those things they needed in their worship; they would be obliged 
to conform to many observances in which they had no faith; they would be heavily burdened in various 
ways. So the Savior just informed the people all about their actions. 
 

HOW THE PHARISEES EXALTED SELF 
 9. Having become the teachers, the law-makers, the writers or scribes of the people, it was but 
natural they should feel themselves above the masses, and especially superior to those who did not agree 
with them. They came to believe they were highly favored above everybody, were not to mingle with the 
ordinary classes; that no one but an educated person was worthy of consideration. (a) Some of the 
characteristics of this sect are well described by the Savior: 
 “And He spoke this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others.” [11] 
 “And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard these things and they derided Him.” [12] 
 “And He said unto them, You are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knows your 
hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” [13] 
 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretense make long prayers: therefore you shall receive the greater damnation.” [14] 
 “And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold many publicans and sinners came 
and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto His disciples, Why 
eats your Master with publicans and sinners?” [15] 
 “Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spoke within himself, saying, This man, 
if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that touches him: for she is 
a sinner.” [16] 
 

PAUL INFORMED OF THE PLOT TO KILL HIM 
 10. Being a fraternity, they would be obliged to communicate many of their plans and purposes to 
their fellows or “chaverim,” as they were called. No doubt this explains how Paul’s nephew learned of the 
plot the forty had formed to neither cat nor drink till they had killed him. [17] It should be remembered that 
Paul cried out before the council that he was not only a Pharisee, but the son of a Pharisee. [18] It is but 
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natural, therefore, to conclude that all of the family belonged to the guild. This is further shown from 
Philippians. [19] 
 11. The day after the dissension in the council when the Pharisees came to their senses, and really 
considered who and what Paul was, they concluded that, according to their organization and their principles 
which controlled them, he was not only unworthy of favor, but that he ought to be put out of the way. So 
they decided after an assembly, to carry their thought into execution. A number of them, therefore, made a 
vow that they would neither cat nor drink till they had killed him. Paul’s nephew, being a member of the 
fraternity, heard the conversation; he, therefore, immediately went to the guardhouse, and informed the 
captain of their plot. Thus Providence interposed, and Paul was saved. (b) The Pharisees, however, were 
very punctilious when they made an oath of execration, as they were bound to fulfil it. The question might 
arise, therefore, “How did they ever free themselves from this dilemma?” The following incident from the 
Talmud will probably answer such a question: 
 “If a man makes a vow to abstain from food, woe to him if he eats, and woe to him if he does not 
eat. If he eats, he sins against his vow; if he does not eat, he sins against his life. What then must he do? Let 
him go before the sages, and they will absolve him from his vow.” – Edersheim, Sketches Of Jewish Life.” 
 

PHARISEES VERY STRICT 
 12. While the Pharisees were a very strict class, they carried their scruples to an extreme. Not only 
were they separated from the heathen and Gentiles around them, but there existed a separation even among 
themselves. As a result they became divided into four separate classes, each class being nearly as distinct 
from the other as these were from the Gentiles around them. Certain restrictions were removed, thus 
allowing them to eat and drink together; but as to social standing and piety they had nothing in common. 
Possibly this idea might throw some light on the statement of Paul when he says: 
 “For you have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it. And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my 
equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.” [20] 
 
And again another expression: 
 “Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinks that he has whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, 1 more. Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee.” [21] 
 

THEIR FOUNDATION OF FAITH 
 13. For the basis of their belief, they claimed Moses and the prophets. They heralded far and wide 
that they were the children of God, and that they were the only true believers in God; anybody who did not 
believe with them, and accept their interpretation of Scripture could not be saved. Just a few illustrations 
will here be cited, touching certain of their points of belief, which perhaps may make some passages of 
Scripture more clear. 
 

PHARISAICAL LAWS OF SEPARATION 
 14. Before we consider some of these laws concerning the question of separation, we might with 
profit notice a certain scripture which will perhaps enable us better to understand its significance as we 
consider these rabbinical laws. This passage is found in Acts 10: 
 
 “And he [Peter] said unto them, You know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew 
to keep company or come unto one of another nation; hut God hath shown me that I should not call any 
man common or unclean.” [22] 
 

15. Possibly some may have thought that the unlawfulness here referred to originated with God, 
and at some time was commanded to the Jews; and, therefore, Peter had this in mind when he said, “You 
know how that it is an unlawful thing.” Such an idea is erroneous. God had nothing whatever to do with 
any such law; He never had commanded it in any such term or spirit. The Pharisees taught that not under 
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any circumstance was a Jew allowed to have any dealing with a Gentile. 
 

SYNOPSIS OF LAWS 
 If a Jew were compelled to transact any business with a Gentile, he was obliged to cleanse himself 
both before and after the meeting. 
 If a Gentile were invited into the home of a Jew, the Gentile must not be left alone in the house 
during any portion of the time of his visit. If he were, then all the food in the house became unclean; and 
everything connected with the rooms through which the Gentile passed was defiled. 
 If a Jew were obliged to purchase any article of clothing, furniture, or any other utensil for 
domestic purposes from a Gentile, after he brought it to his house, he first had to wash his hands, because 
of his defilement in touching the object. Then the article itself would have to be cleansed, scoured, and 
thoroughly renovated. 
 If any Gentile lived in the same community with a Jew, and peradventure the Gentile was to have 
some festal celebration, for at least three days before this festal occasion, the Jew should have no 
transaction with the Gentile. If the Jew should have any intercourse with him during this time, he would be 
considered as assisting the Gentile in preparing his festivities. 
 If Gentiles were celebrating any heathen festivity, the Jew, if it were possible, should not pass 
through the city at this time, for fear that some bit of uncleanness might adhere to him. 
 It was forbidden to the Jew under most any circumstance, to do anything for a non-Jew. A Jewess 
was forbidden to assist a Gentile woman when giving birth to a child; she was not permitted to feed a child 
of another nationality, because then it would not only be defiling the Jewess, but would at the same time, by 
lengthening the life of the infant, encourage idolatry. 
 If a Gentile met with a disaster, such as having his house destroyed by fire, it was permissible for 
the Jew to assist him only in extreme cases; and these extreme cases had so many limitations and 
modifications, that the poor Gentile might have his house reduced to ashes and everything in it destroyed 
before he could receive any assistance. 
 A Jew must not have any part in the erection of any dwelling for a Gentile; this would be a 
defilement, and would cause him to become unclean. In the construction of no buildings was he permitted 
to have part. 
 A Jew must not sell, lease, or permit the use of any lands, houses, or real estate to a Gentile; for, 
after the Gentile had touched it, especially if he had used the house or land, all was unclean and defiled. 
 If a Gentile brought anything to a Jew as a gift, or for any other purpose, the Jew must not permit 
him to bring it into the house. Should the non-Jew succeed in bringing it into the house, the goods must be 
destroyed, and the house cleansed. 
 16. And so the list of laws might be continued indefinitely. The reader can better appreciate the 
thought when he is informed there is a tractate, entitled, “Abodah-Zorah,” or “Idolatry,” which treats of the 
relation between the Jew and the Gentile, containing five chapters, and no less than fifty sections. These are 
exclusively devoted to this one subject, and do not include scores of other laws scattered throughout the 
rabbinical writings. Can we not, then, appreciate the meaning of that text which Peter used when he came 
to Cornelius, in saying that it was unlawful for a man that is a Jew to come unto, or to keep company with, 
one who is not a Jew? But thank the blessed Lord, God revealed to him that there was no man common or 
unclean. 
 

PHARISAICAL LAWS OF TITHING 
 17. It was mentioned in the previous part of this chapter that some of the peculiar laws that the 
Pharisees made were those relating to tithing. On this subject of “Terumah,” “heave offerings,” the first 
tithe, and the second tithe, almost an endless set of laws, definitions, explanations, suggestions, and rules 
were laid down. There are three tractates, containing over two hundred sections, especially devoted to these 
laws. (C) They treat upon the objects which ought to be tithed; how these should be tithed, and how they 
should not be tithed; where they should tithe them, and where they should not tithe them ; the kinds of 
fruits, and other foodstuffs which may be tithed, also the exceptions to these rules. The laws also were laid 
down what to do with the people who did not tithe, and who did not strictly adhere to the letter of the 
Pharisaical commands. The sentence was hard, cruel, and often mingled with severe flogging. It was not 
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surprising, in view of these conditions, to hear the following from the lips of the Savior: 
 
 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint avid anise and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought you to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” [23] 
 

18. The Pharisees did not know what mercy meant; this we shall prove later. They were hard, 
austere, rigorous, exacting, proud, yes, even cruel; ever seeking to satisfy their own ambitious ends, which 
they did by clothing their laws and their teachings with the Scripture. The Savior knew full well the 
meaning of those words He uttered: 
 
 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like unto whited sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so 
you also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” [24] 
 

PHARISAICAL LAWS OF EATING 
 19. Many readers of the Bible have noted with interest the experience that Paul and Peter had on 
one occasion at Antioch, [25] and the cause of this difficulty. It was a strong controversy, involving three 
leading Apostles, [26] affecting the central church of Gentile influence, and causing Paul to administer to 
Peter a very sharp rebuke. [27] The basis for the whole difficulty was the separation of Peter from eating 
with Gentile Christians. [28] He had eaten with the Gentiles on several occasions, and it was right that he 
should. This Peter knew; but there were certain Jews who came to him, followers of the Lord Jesus, who 
had not fully overcome their Pharisaical ideas. They found Peter eating with these Gentiles. They then 
declared they would withdraw their fellowship from him if he persisted in eating with them. Then Peter 
withdrew himself from these Gentiles, refused to eat with them any more, and separated himself from them 
on this account. The reason for his actions, the Scripture says, was that he feared them of the circumcision. 
[29] 
 

DIFFICULT FOR CONVERTS TO OVERCOME TRADITION 
 20. It would seem that the experience which he had some fifteen years prior, when he received a 
special vision upon this subject of the relation between Jew and Gentile, [30] would have been sufficient to 
forever save Peter from falling into this very serious difficulty. For when he went to visit Cornelius, he took 
with him six Jewish brethren, expecting on his return from this trip that he would be accused by the Jews of 
going in unto Gentiles, and possibly of having eaten with them. [31] When the accusation was brought 
against him, he rehearsed the whole story from the beginning, how God made the matter plain. [32] Still it 
was difficult for the Jews and even for Peter, though all believed in Christ, to overcome those teachings 
which had been from earliest infancy so deeply rooted in their lives. 
 

SYNOPSIS OF LAWS ON RATING 
 No Jew was permitted to sit at the same table with a Gentile and to eat with him under any 
circumstances. 
 If an animal were set apart to be slaughtered for Gentile use, it was permissible to kill the animal 
for Jewish use. But if the animal had passed into the hands of the Gentile, or had been touched by him, the 
Jew must neither touch nor eat the animal under any consideration. 
 If the Jew were to plant seed in his field for his own personal use, if the seed had been handled by 
a Gentile, it was unlawful to be used. 
 If a cow were milked by a Gentile, her milk must not be drunk by any Jew; the milk was unclean, 
because it had been handled by an unclean man. 
 If the Gentiles lived in the land where the Jews were, any bread they baked, or oil they prepared, 
or any other food they handled might be sold to Gentiles; but it must not be sold to the Jews. 
 There was nothing, absolutely nothing, that a Gentile prepared personally for food, raised in his 
own garden, or touched with his own hands, that a Pharisee was permitted to either touch, taste, or handle. 
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THEY SHOW NO MERCY 
21. Possibly some might inquire if there was nothing in the writings of these rabbis which might 

indicate that they did have some fellow-feeling for the Gentiles, and that under some circumstances they 
would be permitted to feed them, and to show them some kindliness in this direction? As a reply to this, we 
cite one or two statements from a rabbinical work, entitled, “Hilchoth Accurn,” as follows: 
 
 “The poor of the idolaters [Gentiles] are to be fed with the poor of Israel, because of the ways of 
peace. They are also allowed to have part of the gleaning, the forgotten sheaf, and the corner of the field, 
for the sake of the ways of peace. It is also permissible to ask after their health, even on their feast-day, 
because of the ways of peace.” 
 This passage would seem almost like a contradiction of some of the laws cited above; but if the 
entire section be read, the true position of Pharisaism will be evident. 
 
 “All these things are said of Israel only during the time when she is in captivity to the Gentile 
nations, or when the hands of the Gentiles are strong upon her. But when the hand of Israel is strong upon 
them [that is, upon the Gentiles] we are forbidden to suffer an idolater [Gentile] amongst us, even so much 
as to sojourn incidentally, or to pass from place to place.” 

 
Is it any wonder, then, that the Savior should pronounce such punishments upon those who could 

be so harsh and relentless? 
 

THE SAMARITANS 
 22. In future chapters we shall touch upon other laws, teachings, and traditions of the Pharisees, 
sufficient having been given to illustrate them and their belief. Before we close this chapter, it may be in 
place to give a brief account of another class of religionists at the time of Christ, mentioned in the previous 
chapter; and these are the Samaritans. This sect also play a prominent part in the early experience of New 
Testament history, especially in the days of Christ. 
 

THEIR ORIGIN 
 23. As to the origin of these people, writers, even among Jews, are not agreed. The best 
information, however, that can be gained concerning their origin, is that they were descendants of the 
Cuthites, whom the king of Babylon brought to Samaria, after he had conquered the ten tribes of Israel, and 
transplanted them into the cities of the Medes. These people, however, had no knowledge of the true God. 
Soon after their advent into Samaria the Lord sent lions among them, which destroyed many of the people. 
They informed the king of Babylon that they were unacquainted with the gods of the land; therefore the 
deities were angry, and sent these wild beasts to devour them. The king then sent to them one of the priests 
of Israel, who was to teach them the laws of his God, and how they were to worship the God of Israel. A 
full account of this experience will be found in 2 Kings 17. 
 24. With the worship of the true God they mingled their heathen customs. They perverted the ways 
of truth by following many of their former idolatrous habits. Gradually the two modes of worship were 
combined; so that they had a measure of faith in the law of God, and especially in the writings of Moses. 
[33] After the return of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon to Jerusalem, these people wished to unite 
with them in the building of the temple, [34] and in the worship of the true God. But the Jews refused. As a 
result the Samaritans became their bitter enemies. This is evident by reading Ezra 4, especially verses 9, 10. 
This enmity continued for centuries, and increased in intensity with the lapse of time. 
 

HYPOCRITICAL IN THEIR PROFESSIONS 
 25. Whenever they had opportunity to further their own ends, and gain any advantage, they 
claimed to be Jews, and used the Jews as a tool to this end. To do this, they frequently resorted to 
deception. Thus, for instance, in the days of Alexander the Great, when the Jews were in favor with the 
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king, they claimed to be descendants of Manasseh and Ephraim. They asked to be excused from doing 
certain work on the Sabbath, and during the Sabbatic year. Then at other times, when the Jews were in 
trouble, they refused to have anything to do with them, and claimed they were Sidonians, or Medes and 
Persians. This was especially manifest when King Antiochus entered Jerusalem, and spoiled the sanctuary 
and its vessels. 
 

DEFILED THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM 
 26. They built a temple on Mount Gerizim, and here they carried on their worship. Whenever they 
could, it is said, they, would go to Jerusalem and harass the Jews in their worship. Josephus tells of an 
incident where the Samaritans once entered into Jerusalem and defiled the temple at the Passover. It was 
the custom of the priests to open the gates of the temple soon after midnight of the Passover, and other 
festal days. Certain of the Samaritans secured some dead bodies, and secretly entered the temple on a 
Passover night, scattering the corpses all over the sacred place. This so enraged the Jews that they never 
after permitted a Samaritan to enter the temple. 
 

PHARISEES DESPISED THEM 
 27. Though the Samaritans professed faith in much of the Scriptures, as did the Pharisees, the 
latter hated them most bitterly. Among the writings of the rabbis against them, we find the following: 
 “There be two manner of nations, which my heart abhors, and the third is no nation; they that sit 
upon the mountain of Samaria, and they that dwell among the Philistines, and the foolish people that dwell 
among Shechem.” - Ben Sirach, in Ecclesiasticus 1:25, 26. 

28. The Pharisees would have nothing whatever to do with them. If they saw a Samaritan dying, 
and they could assist him to life, if it were only a little water that was needed, it would be refused. We can 
thus see why the woman at the well was so surprised when the Savior asked her for a drink. 
“How is it that thou, being a Jew, asks drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? For the Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans.” [35] 
  29. In the temple and in the synagogue services, the Samaritan was cursed by the Pharisees. A 
Samaritan would never be accepted as a witness by the Jews. He was regarded as a vile sinner, and an 
associate of Satan. Thus we can see why the Jews, in accusing Christ as a Samaritan, classed him with the 
devil. 
 

“Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan and has a devil?” [36] 
 

THEIR WORSHIP A MIXTURE OF JUDAISM AND HEATHENISM 
 30. They regarded Moses as a very great man, and esteemed the Pentateuch with great veneration. 
It is said there exists an original copy of the five books of Moses, in a scroll, preserved by the few 
Samaritans of the present time. These claim this scroll was handed down since the days when the priest of 
Israel was among them, and taught them this law. They also had certain vague ideas concerning the 
Messiah, but did not believe in any of the traditions of the Pharisees. All things considered, their worship 
was a mixture of ideas inexplicable; and no doubt because of this the Savior said to the woman You 
worship you know not what.” [37] 
 

MANY ACCEPT CHRIST 
 31. There were many of them, however, who were kindly disposed to their enemies, the Jews, as is 
seen in the parable of the good Samaritan. [38] They were also quite susceptible to the teachings of the 
Savior. The power of the gospel of Christ finally broke down the wall that was built up by both these 
classes. This was begun in Christ’s own day. It is true it was hard for the Jews to believe that the 
Samaritans could be saved, or that Christ could love them. This was forcibly illustrated by the feelings of 
the disciples when they wanted to bring down fire from heaven to have them consumed, because they 
refused to receive the Savior. [39] But Jesus showed them by the parable there were some of that class who 
had fully as much love for their fellow men as did the Jews; and that they sometimes appreciated acts of 
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kindness more than the Jews, is seen in the healing of the ten lepers. [40] All were Jews save one; he was a 
Samaritan, and the only one to return and express his gratitude for the kindness the Savior had bestowed 
upon him. 
 32. A very fruitful field was opened among them for gospel work by the disciples a few years after 
the ascension, and large numbers of them were converted to Christ. [41] It is said that there are about one 
hundred Samaritans at the present time who live in a community by themselves at Nablous (formerly 
Shechem), and that the only scriptural writings they have, is this copy of the Pentateuch. They observe 
several of the Mosaic laws among which is the Passover. 
  

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

Paragraph 9. 
 (a) The following quotations will give an idea of how the Pharisees regarded the illiterate and 
uneducated: 
 “Said Rabbi Eleazer, It is permissible to split the nostrils of an illiterate man on the Day of 
Atonement which occurs on the Sabbath.” His disciples said unto him, “Rabbi, better say he may be 
slaughtered.” He replied, “That would need a blessing; but the other would not.” - Talmud, Pesachim. 
 “Our rabbis have advocated: A man should sell all his possessions, and marry the daughter of an 
educated person. If he cannot find such a person, let him take the daughter of one of the great men of the 
time. 
 “If he cannot find such a person, let him marry the daughter of an almoner. If he cannot find such 
a person, let him marry the daughter of a school-master. But let him not marry the daughter of the 
unlearned, for they are an abomination, and their wives are vermin; and of their daughters it is said, Cursed 
is he that lies with any beast.” - Abbreviated from The Old Paths.” These statements mark a strong contrast 
with what the Lord says through his servant Paul, in 1 Corinthians 1:25-31. 
 

Paragraph 11. 
(b) Dr. Edersheirn states the fact that very shortly after this experience of the forty had happened, 

there were three enactments passed by a son of Gamaliel, Paul’s teacher. 
 1. The first of these repealed the statute which permitted children, who had not been personally 
accepted, to be part of the fraternity. 
 2. That before a person should be admitted into the fraternity, his previous conduct should be 
investigated. 
 3. If a person who once had belonged to the Che-voora apostatized, lie should never be permitted 
to come back. 
 All this simply demonstrates beyond a doubt the truthfulness of this experience of Paul. 
 

Paragraph 17. 
 (c) The three tractates are in the first great division, or seder, of the Mishna, and are entitled, 
“Terumoth; Maa-seroth,” or tithes; “Maaser Shani,” or second tithe. 
 
1. Acts 16:5.  
2. Matthew 23:13-16, 23-29.   
3. Matthew 23:34-38.  
4. Luke 18:11. 
5. Ezra 9; Nehemiah 13:23-27.  
6. Nehemiah 13:15-22.  
7. Ezra 10:9-17.  
8. Nehemiah 13:1-3. 
9. Nehemiah 13:10-14. 
10. Matthew 23:2-5.  
11. Luke 18:9.  
12. Luke 16:14.  
13. Luke 16:15. 
14. Matthew 23:14. 
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15. Matthew 9:10, 11. 
16. Luke 7:39.  
17. Acts 23:12-17. 
18. Acts 23:6. 
19. Philippians 3:5. 
20. Galatians 1:13,14. 
21. Philippians 3:4,5. 
22. Acts 10:28. 
23. Matthew 23:23. 
24. Matthew 23:27.  
25 Galatians 2:11.  
26. Galatians 2:13.  
27. Galatians 2:14.  
28. Galatians 2:12. 
29. Galatians 2:12. 
30. Acts 10:9-16. 
31. Acts 10:23.   
32. Acts 11:1-18. 
33. 2 Kings 17:31-34.   
34. Ezra 4:1, 2. 
35. John 4:9. 
36. John 8:48.  
37. John 4:22.  
38. Luke 10:30-37. 
39. Luke 9:51-55. 
40. Luke 17:11-19. 
41. Acts 8:5-25. 
 

5. The Teachings of Christ 
 
 “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put My words 
in His mouth; and He shall speak unto them all that 1 shall command Him. And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever will not hearken unto My words which He shall speak in My name, I will require it of him.” 
Deuteronomy 18:18,19. 
 

CHRIST THE TEACHER OF TRUTH. 
CHRIST came into the world to teach the truth. [1] His mission was to lead men into truth; His 

purpose was to reveal its beauties. On the other hand the work of the rabbis was to pervert the truth; to 
mingle fables with the truth [2] and to place their ideas before men as the true idea of righteousness. For 
instance, the rabbis taught: 
 
 “To be against the words of the scribes is more punishable than to be against the words of the 
Bible.” 

“The voice of the rabbi is as the voice of God.” 
“He who transgresses the word of the scribes throws away his life.” 

 “Whosoever transgresses the words of the wise men, is to be beaten without number and without 
consideration. Why is this called the flogging of rebellion? Because he has transgressed against the words 
of the law and against the words of the scribes.” 
 
 2. Jesus Christ, however, came to teach men what God said; [3] what God wanted men to say. He 
came to reveal to the people the value and the truth of the word of God. [4] He came not to reveal Himself; 
He came to reveal God. This, however, He could do only as in His life and teaching He upheld the words of 
the living God. [5] The Pharisees also claimed to teach the words of the Bible, the words of the living God. 
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They advocated that all their teachings were based on Moses and the prophets; they further said they had no 
desire other than to teach in harmony with Moses and the prophets. Of course they maintained before the 
people that they were the expositors of the Scriptures; their lives and their teachings being a reflection of 
the writers of the Bible, and of the truths which the prophets uttered. From the foregoing it is evident that 
between the Pharisees and the Savior there could be, neither harmony nor co-operation, because His life 
and teachings were so different from theirs. Hence they always feared that Christ would gain greater power 
over the people than they had, and would in the end lead the masses after Him. No doubt this is why 
Caiaphas gave vent to his feelings in the following expression: 
 
 “If we let Him thus alone, all men will believe on Him: and the Romans will come and take away 
both our place and nation.” [6] 
 
 Shortly after this the Pharisees were compelled to acknowledge that they could not prevail against 
Him, for the world was following Him. [7] 
 

THE FULFILLMENT OF THE SCRIPTURES 
 3. In His teaching, Christ claimed He was the fulfillment of the law, [8] Moses, and the prophets. 
[9] He was a profound believer in the Patriarchs. [10] He always appealed to the Old Testament as His 
authority; [11] and ever recognized the Jews as the chosen people of God. [12] At the same time His 
teaching was bitterly opposed to that of the rabbis. They too claimed to believe Moses and the prophets; 
they professed to be the disciples of Moses; [13] they claimed that they were the children of Abraham; [14] 
and boasted that they taught nothing only what they could prove either directly or by inference from Moses 
and the prophets. Illustrations of this latter method will be given later. 
  

CHRIST VERSUS RABBIS 
 4. It will be well, therefore, to consider certain of the Savior’s teachings from Moses and the 
prophets, and compare them with those of the Pharisees. When the devil came to Christ on the mount of 
temptation, the Savior met him with three different scriptures. [15] He did not stop to argue with Satan; He 
simply quoted the words of God, without any comment or explanation. When John the Baptist sent two of 
his disciples to Jesus, to inquire if he were the Messiah, the Savior selected from the crowds that thronged 
him, some who were blind, others who were deaf, those who were dumb, and many suffering with various 
ailments. [16] Then he healed them all. He instructed these disciples to tell John what they had seen and 
heard. He then added: 
 

“Blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in Me.” [17] 
 
 Why did the Savior act thus in answering John’s question? Because John knew that the Messiah 
must fulfil the scriptures of Isaiah, [18] particularly those referring to the performance of these mighty 
works, and the preaching of the gospel to the poor. John’s own message was based on this book. [19] The 
Messiah’s works must follow him, for He was the forerunner. Hence the Savior knew that this would be the 
most convincing way to satisfy John’s mind, that Christ was the One that was to come, because He was 
doing exactly as the Scriptures predicted should be done by the Messiah. 
 

CHRIST QUOTING SCRIPTURE 
 5. When the Savior accepted the invitation of Matthew to dine at his home, there were a number of 
publicans who also received invitations [20] to be guests for the occasion. The Pharisees were angered to 
see a man who claimed to believe in the Scriptures and to be an expounder of the law, associate with such a 
class of men. They finally raised the question to His disciples: 
 
 “Why eats your Master with publicans and sinners?” [21] 
 

It was not only disbelieving what they considered that the Scriptures taught, but it was also 
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denying them as true teachers, because He was defiling Himself, as well as encouraging this custom among 
the Jews. The Savior finally answered them: 
 “Go you and learn what that means, I will have mercy and not sacrifice.” [22] 
 Here the Savior meets them on their own ground, with the words of the prophet. By this means He 
sought to have them see that they did not know the truth of the Bible, nor did they believe in the teachings 
of the inspired men of God. 
 6. It is evident from their own writings that they did not know what mercy meant, for here is a 
passage from the Talmud to the point: 
 
 “Although a wise man has power to excommunicate on account of his honor, yet it is not to be 
praised in the disciple of a wise man who does so. The greatest of the wise men used to glory in their good 
deeds, and say, that they had never excommunicated nor anathematized any man on account of their honor, 
and this is the way the disciples of the wise men ought to walk. In what case is this to be applied? When 
they have been despised or reviled in secret. But if the disciple of a wise man be despised or reviled 
publicly, it is unlawful for him to forgive any affront to his honor; and if he forgive, he is to be punished, 
for this is a contempt of the law. He is on the contrary to avenge and keep the thing in mind, like a serpent, 
until the offender entreat to be forgiven.” 
 
 Did they need to learn to have mercy? From these statements can we not also see what the Savior 
evidently intended when he told the people to pray: 
 
 “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” And also these words: 
“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if you forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” [23] 
 
 7. When the leper came to Him for healing, He told him to go and see the priest, and to carry out 
the instructions Moses commanded. [24] When He wanted the Pharisees and the people to know the 
authority the Baptist had for his commission, He referred them to Isaiah and to Malachi. [25] 
 8. When the Pharisees accused Him of violating the law of the Sabbath, He proved by the 
experience of David that what He did was in accordance with the law of the Sabbath, [26] though it might 
nor be in harmony with their view of the Scriptures. Thus He again showed them to be wrong in their 
teaching. On another occasion, when He healed a man on the Sabbath, who had a withered hand, and they 
sought to condemn Him for the act, He appealed to their own traditions which they acknowledged to be in 
harmony with the law. [27] 
 9. When the Pharisees came to the Savior, asking Him for a sign that His power and authority 
were from heaven, He appealed to the Prophet Jonah as a witness. [28] And, from the experience of this 
prophet, He convinced them that He was working in harmony with the word of God. 
 There was scarcely a prophet in whom they professed to have faith but that He quoted in support 
of His mission. He also showed that these prophets were witnesses to their iniquity. [29] 
 

THE GROUND OF CHRIST’S DEFENSE 
 10. Finding that they could not condemn Him from the Scriptures, they sought to class Him with 
themselves in exalting Himself, and holding Himself up before the people. This Jesus refuted from Moses 
and the prophets: 
 “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuses you, even Moses, in 
whom you trust. For had you believed Moses you would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But if you 
believe not His writings, how shall you believe My words.” [30] 
 “Abraham said unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said unto 
him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead.” [31] 
 “Jesus answered them, Many good works have 1 showed you from My Father; for which of those 
works do you stone Me? The Jews answered Him, saying, For a good work we stone Thee not; but for 
blasphemy, and because that Thou, being a man, makes Thyself God. Jesus answered them, is it not written 
in your law, I said, You are gods? If He called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the 
Scripture cannot be broken; say you of Him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 



PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF ISRAEL 
 

www.maranathamedia.com.au 
 

34

blasphemes; because I said, I am the Son of God.” [32] 
 

CHRIST S METHOD OF APPLYING SCRIPTURE 
 11. Another peculiar feature of His teaching, so different from rabbinical exposition of Scripture, 
was the method He used in the application of the Scriptures directly to the people, instead of using such 
generalities. For instance: When the Savior quoted the scripture of Isaiah 5, [33] concerning the vineyard, 
as recorded in Matthew 21, [34] He made the application of that scripture to those very men; and then 
proved that they were the ones referred to by quoting from the Psalms. This greatly angered the Pharisees, 
[36] for it led the people to believe that instead of their being the expositors of the word of God, they were 
really the perverters of the Scripture. This is no doubt why the Savior warned His disciples and the people 
to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, for it was hypocrisy. [37] 
 12. This direct method of application of Scripture was no doubt what led the common people to 
hear Him gladly. [38] Doubtless it was this method that led the officers who were sent to arrest Jesus, to 
return without Him, and to say: “Never man spoke as this man.” [39] It was no doubt because of this 
method of application that many hung upon His words. He knew when, where, and how, to apply the word 
of God. 
 

CHRIST THE TRUE TEACHER 
 12. Yes, the Scriptures were His stay, staff, and support; He ever appealed to them; He always 
quoted them; He always referred to them. And the time came when it was manifest before all the people 
that He taught the truth, and that the Pharisees were perverters of the truth. This was illustrated in a forcible 
manner. The instance is recorded in John, chapter eight. [40] It was at a time when the temple was packed 
with worshipers, many having gathered to hear Him. The Pharisees had just found a case which would 
prove them to be the true expositors of the Bible; for whichever way He would answer them, they thought 
evidence could be brought from the Sacred Writings that He was in error. So burning in their hearts with 
revenge, while full of glee at the same time, they came into His presence with this woman who had violated 
the law of God. Now, they asserted, Moses in the law commanded that such a person should be stoned: [41] 
but what do you say? It was practically a challenge, as well as defiance. It was claiming, Now we believe 
Moses; we teach Moses; if we were going to follow out the precepts of Moses, we would know what course 
to pursue. And why? Because Moses told us. Yes; we teach the people truthfully what Moses commanded. 
You have claimed that you believe in Moses; that if we believed in Moses we should have believed you. 
We do believe in Moses and have practically confessed this before all the people in this temple assembled; 
and we quote to you the very scripture from Moses that declares what should be done with such a person. 
Oh what a challenge! Oh what defiance! Oh what an apparent victory! The sixth verse of this chapter in 
John will show that all this was in the minds of these Pharisees at this time. 

14. Jesus apparently took little notice of what they said. He wrote upon the ground. He never 
uttered a word. Ah thought these Pharisees, of course He keeps silent; why should He not? He has nothing 
to say; He is baffled. But how different the Savior must have felt in His soul toward these poor people. No 
doubt, while He knew what was taking place in their hearts, He was sad to think He should have to expose 
them so completely. So after they repeatedly asked Him for a reply, He gently raised Himself, and quietly 
said: “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” And without another word, He 
stooped again, and continued writing. Oh! Oh! What a defeat! How vanquished and crestfallen! How 
completely foiled and baffled! How entirely overthrown! He never denied what Moses said; He simply 
added what they left unsaid, and what they knew Moses also declared. (a) Jesus was left before the people 
as the true expositor of the word of God, as the true Teacher of the Bible; as the proper Guide of Moses and 
the prophets. 
 

TEACHING THE SCRIPTURE BY INFERENCE 
 15. While it is true that the Pharisees taught the Scriptures, they used them largely to fit their own 
reasoning. For instance: They would introduce certain allegories, parables, fables, which the Bible neither 
countenanced nor sanctioned; then they would introduce some portion of Moses and the prophets to 
substantiate their conclusions. Many illustrations might be cited showing the force of this idea, but we will 
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mention a few: 
 
 “Rabbi Hannania, son of Akashya, said, it pleased the Almighty to exonerate Israel [or cause them 
to have a special merit]; therefore, he multiplied unto them laws and commandments.” – “Ethics of the 
Fathers,” chapter 1. 
 
 This is the general way of the teaching of this rabbi, though it is evident from the word of God that 
He has no favorites, because with God there is no respect of persons. [42] But from this saying of the rabbi, 
the Jews were to conclude that they were especially favored of God, because this rabbi had so declared. For 
fear that his authority and conclusion might be questioned, he proves both premise and conclusion by the 
following scripture: 
 “For it is said: The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake; He will magnify the law, and 
make it honorable.” Isaiah 42:21. 
 

FALSE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE 
 16. This scripture is used to prove that, because of the special favor which has been bestowed on 
Israel, the Lord gave them a great many laws and commandments. In other words, He expanded the law so 
that it may be divided into fragments. (b) They, therefore, say that when Moses received the law on Sinai, 
he also received the expansion of it, which comprehended some six hundred thirteen commandments. 
 17. Another illustration: In the introduction to the “Ethics of the Fathers,” one of the tractates of 
the Mishna, it is said: 
 

“All Israel have a share in the world to come.” 
 
 Of course by “all Israel,” here is meant, all Jews. Hence they do not consider that any non-Jews 
will have a share in the future world. Some of the Jews might question such a statement, if it had no 
Scripture to prove it. Hence they say: 
 
 “It is said, Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of 
My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.” [43] 
 
 18. Other incidents might now be given to show their style of explaining and teaching the 
Scriptures. These, however, will be shown in another chapter, when we come to the various objects used in 
their worship. In view of these facts, it is not difficult to understand the following statements from Paul: 
 
 “ Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” [44] 
 
 It is one thing to divide the word of truth; another altogether to rightly divide it. And again: 
 
 “ Behold, thou art called a Jew, and rests in the law, and makes thy boast of God, and knows His 
will, and approves the things that are most excellent, being instructed out of the law. And art confident that 
thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a 
teacher of babes, which has the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law.” [45] 
 

Or this statement from Peter 
 
 “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto 
their own destruction.” [46] 
 

CHRIST TEACHING WITH AUTHORITY 
 19. Before this chapter closes, there is another point of interest which should be considered, while 
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contrasting the teachings of Christ with those of the Pharisees. It is said in a number of places in Scripture 
that Christ did not teach as did the scribes and the Pharisees; but rather He taught as one having authority. 
Many passages might be quoted, but perhaps one will suffice: 
 
 “And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at His 
doctrine: for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” [47] 
 
 20. Some no doubt have asked, “What does it mean that He taught as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes? Where was the difference?” If the reader will notice the sayings of Jesus, he will 
perceive that the Master was very positive in His expressions. [48] Whenever He uttered a saying, He 
talked as one who was sure that He knew what He said, could say nothing else, had nothing to say only that 
which was necessary to be said on that point, and felt certain that His statements would bear all the 
investigations His hearers wished to pursue. Furthermore, He never said one thing today, which He would 
repent of to-morrow. [49] What he said, He always proclaimed without fear or favor. In other words, He 
brought salvation to the world; and His message would decide a man’s destiny for either weal or woe, as 
the hearer believed or rejected it. [50] 
  

THE DISAGREEMENT OF THE RABBIS 
 21. With the scribes and Pharisees, however, the method of teaching was very different. For 
instance: a man might teach a certain thing today; to-morrow it might be refuted. Both sayings, however, 
would have to be believed. As the case of Hillel and Shammi about the question of the egg which was laid 
on the Sabbath; (c) one said it might be eaten; the other opposed this idea. It was claimed that both were the 
words of the living God. (d) That had forever to settle the question. 
 22. While they compelled the people to believe what they said, there was nothing positive about 
their teaching. They largely declared what they heard from other wise men, and would quote what they said 
as proof of their own teachings. For instance: Two great teachers, Abtalion and Shemaiah, (e) died; and left 
their seats to two sons of one Bethera. These men m-ere discussing the subject of the Passover; and their 
discussions caused much perplexity. Finally some one inquired if there was not a disciple present who had 
heard the two great wise men, Shemaiah and Abtalion, give their opinion on this subject. To this, Hillel, (f) 
afterward one of the leading men in the Sanhedrin, replied; but the teachers refused to accept his opinion. 
Then he remarked: “Thus have I heard from my masters, Shemaiah and Abtalion.” Nothing further was 
needed. 

23. Then another way they had of teaching was to make certain statements in the name of some 
other person. As for instance: “Rabbi Dosethai, the son of Jonah, in the name of Rabbi Myer, said.” Rabbi 
Simeon, son of Judah, in the name of Rabbi Simeon, son of Jocheai, said.” etc. 
 

DISSECTING THE BIBLE 
 24. In their method of teaching, they would also spend hours, days, and sometimes weeks, in 
discussing one particular point about the Scripture. Then after they had analyzed and dissected the 
statement, they would divide the words, the phrase, the sentence, and sometimes the letters. Naturally all 
this was very dry and spiritless to the people. The masses only believed their sayings because they were 
compelled to, for fear of ostracism; not, however, because they loved to. This is evident from many of the 
scriptures. [51] 
 

CHRIST’S WORDS, LIFE 
 25. When the Savior taught the people, the teaching had spirit and life in it. It burned in their 
hearts. The multitude longed for more. They would stay hours to listen; it was so interesting; it had so much 
comfort and helpfulness; it was water to the thirsty soul. How wonderfully the words of Jeremiah were thus 
fulfilled: 
 
 “Be astonished, O you heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be you very desolate, said the Lord. 
For My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
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them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” [52] 
 26. The reader can the better understand why it is said He spoke as one having authority and not as 
the scribes. Can we not, however, learn a forcible lesson from this? Is it not true that as a result of much of 
the theology, people at the present time are beginning to feel that Christianity has little in it for them? It is 
simply discussion and exposition. Therefore, feed the people with the word of God. The Great Teacher 
desires to open the Scripture to the understanding of every person, [53] if he will only sit at His feet and 
learn of Him. [54] Then the heart will burn today when the word of God is revealed in the light of the 
Spirit, even as the hearts of men burned in the days of the Savior. [55] 
 

“Who teaches like Him?” [56] 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
 

Paragraph 14. 
 (a) To the casual observer it might seem from this experience of Christ and the Pharisees, that lie 
told them the person who had no sin of any kind, was to be the first to cast the stone. But by close 
observation of this scripture, it must be apparent that He intended to have all the on-lookers know that these 
very persons who were accusing this poor soul, were guilty of the very same sin. It was practically saying: 
If any one of you here has not committed the same sin, he has a right to cast the first stone. They were so 
convicted of their own guilt, as they saw their sins made bare on the sand, that rapidly they departed from 
His presence, feeling no doubt thankful that Christ did not expose them publicly. 
 

Paragraph 16. 
 (b) The rabbis claimed that no one person could carry out all of the commands. Evidently not, 
when we remember the abundance of their own that they added. Still they claimed that though a person did 
riot perform them all, if his intentions were only agreeable, the deeds would be supplied some other way. 
Thus for instance: If a man was very wealthy and carried on a large business, it would hardly be expected 
lie could devote sufficient time to fulfil all his religious obligations each day. Therefore, they allowed that 
if such a person would contribute largely of his means, those of the people who were less blessed in this 
world’s goods, but had more piety, would impart of their piety to those who contributed the means. In this 
way, they taught that all righteousness in Israel would be divided, so that each one would have sufficient to 
carry him through. 
 As a result of such teaching, the very term “righteousness,” became perverted, and was used in an 
erroneous manner. It became a synonym for money or alms. This is clear from Matthew 6:1, where the 
word “alms” in the text, is given in the margin, “righteousness.” And to this day the Jews, when speaking 
of giving charity or philanthropy, use the word “ts-da-ka,” literally, “righteousness.” 
 Thus the word of God was made of none effect by the traditions of men, and the righteousness of 
God was supplanted by man-made righteousness. 
 

Paragraph 21. 
 (c) The treatise “Bet-za,” or “egg,” generally known as “Yourn Tov,” good day,” a general term 
given to any Jewish festival, is found in the second division of the Mishna, “Order of Festivals.” It has five 
chapters, and over forty sections. 
 (d) This decision of the “Bath-kol,” which gave the verdict in favor of Hillel, is found in the 
tractate, entitled, “Erubin,” in the same division as the above. 
 

Paragraph 22. 
 (e) These two men lived about the middle of the first century before Christ. They were the greatest 
teachers of that century. For the privilege of listening to their words of wisdom, Hillel came near freezing 
to death one Sabbath evening. 
 (f) Hillel was considered one of the greatest men that ever lived among the Jews. He was a great 
scholar, philosopher, and thinker. He added much to the burden of tradition, and caused many burdensome 
laws to be enforced. He is said to have been a man of a very mild disposition. He was the grandparent of 
that Gamaliel, at whose feet the Apostle Paul sat in his youth. He died when the Savior was about ten years 
of age. 
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56. Job 36:22. 
 

6. The Wearing of the Garment and the Phylacteries 
 

“Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the 
letter kills, but the spirit gives life.” 2 Corinthians 3:6. 

 

PHARISAICAL WISDOM LEADS AWAY FROM GOD 
HAVING compared, in our last chapter, the teachings of the Savior and those of the Pharisees; and 

having found that the teachings of the Savior were the true application of the Scriptures, it may now be in 
place to consider further some of the teachings of the Pharisees, and their misapplication of the word of 
God. Claiming to be wise and learned men, they depended upon their own logic and philosophy to expound 
the Bible, which, they considered, explained the correct idea of righteousness, [1] and the true way to 
worship God. As a result, all their righteousness became self-righteousness; all their wisdom became folly, 
[2] which often led to sensuality; [3] all their imparting of Scripture knowledge became departing from the 
right ways of the Lord. Of the many instances in which this was manifest, we shall select the wearing of the 
garment, and the use of the phylacteries. On this subject, the Savior said the following: 
 
 “But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries and enlarge 
the borders of their garments.” [4] 
 

STRANGE IDEAS OF VIRTUE 
 2. It should be observed the Savior did not condemn them for wearing either of the objects, as 
though it were sinful; but the condemnation pronounced upon them was for making the objects so 
prominent. Thus it must be clear that they considered there was something in these things which had a 
certain degree of virtue. That the people were thus taught, must be evident from certain scriptures, for we 
read: 
 
 “And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind 
Him, and touched the hem of His garment. For she said within herself, If I may but touch His garment, I 
shall be whole.” [5] And besought Him, that they might only touch the hem of His garment. And as many 
as touched were made perfectly whole.” [6] 
 
 3. Jesus, however, did not consider that there was any virtue in the garment itself. When the 
woman touched it, He turned to the disciples and said: 
 
 “Who touched Me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched Me: for I perceive that virtue is gone 
out of Me.” [7] 
 

THE GARMENT 
 4. Upon these garments were borders of blue, and around them hung, fringes. For the wearing of 
this the Pharisee claimed he had Scripture, and this is the proof: 
 
 “And the Lord said unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they 
make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the 
fringe of the border a ribbon of blue. And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that you may look upon it, and 
remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them.” [8] 
 
 5. After a time a degree of sacredness was thrown around the garment finally it became part of the 
synagogue service. While the Lord commanded them to put upon it a border of blue, the rabbi permitted to 
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have one of white instead, if they chose. There would come a time, possibly, when a person could not get 
the exact color, hence they could secure something in order to fulfil “an affirmative precept,” as the rabbi 
would express it, rather than completely to violate the command. 
 6. The reason, no doubt, why God gave the color blue, was because this was the color of the 
heavens, as well as a representation of the royal covenant. This command to wear the garment, as well as 
many other of the commands of God, was designed to teach the people a deep spiritual truth, if their eyes 
were only opened to see it. There is a Pharisaical saying which declares that if a person should do this 
(wear the fringed garment with the border) it would be almost as much as if he saw the throne of glory, 
which is like unto blue. 
 

THE NUMBER OF FRINGES 
 7. While the fringes might be all around the garment there was a special number that must be used; 
this was just four, one to be placed at each of the four corners. It is said the reason for doing this is found in 
a scripture which reads as follows: 
 
 “Thou shall make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou covered 
thyself.” [9] 
 

THE MATERIAL OF THE GARMENT 
 8. This garment also must be of only one kind of material; there must be no mixture whatever in it. 
The following was used as a proof for this custom: 
 “Thou shall not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woolen and linen together.” “Neither shall a 
garment mingled of linen and woolen come upon thee.” [10] 
 9. As these garments were brought into continual use it was found necessary to define their 
mission explicitly, for the rabbis said there must be some virtue in their use. Therefore a number of laws 
and ordinances were passed, which finally became part of the daily worship, and if strictly followed, 
imparted to the worshiper a great deal of righteousness. 
 

MANNER OF USE 
10. As used by the Jews of today this scarf, garment “Talith,” is worn only at the morning service 

in the synagogue, and that alone by the males, and not till they reach the age of thirteen. It should be 
remembered that the Pharisees had very little respect for the female sex, outside of their performing the 
home duties. In fact they taught that every male ought to thank God every day for his belonging to the 
masculine sex. Here is the prayer: 
 
 “Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who hath not made me a woman.” And 
the woman is obliged to say: “Blessed art thou, O Lord, King of the universe, who hath made me according 
to His will.” – “Daily Prayer-book.” (a) 
 

NUMBER REQUIRED FOR SERVICE 
 Furthermore, a service cannot be held for the worship of God among the Jews unless there are ten 
males, over the age of thirteen. That is to say, if there were in a synagogue one thousand or ten thousand 
persons, and only nine of these were males over thirteen years of age, it would be unlawful to have a 
service. Can we not see some suggestive thought relating to this matter in the following words of the 
Savior: 
 
 “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.” [11] 
 
 11. The writer well remembers many a time in early life, of attending morning service at the 
synagogue where the worship would be delayed on account of there not being a “minyan,” as the number 
of ten persons is called. Such is tradition, the righteousness of men. 
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WHEN THE GARMENT IS WORN 
 12. This garment is worn every morning throughout the year, with the exception of one,-the ninth 
of Av, the fast of the fifth month, [12] generally occurring in July, which commemorates the destruction of 
the first and second temple. Instead of wearing it this day at morning service it is worn before the sunset of 
the day. Sometime during the afternoon. (b) Before the garment is put on the worshiper, the fringes at the 
four corners are gathered, and the first two verses of Psalms 104 are repeated. A prayer is then offered in 
which is repeated the text containing the words, “That they make them fringes in the borders of their 
garments throughout their generations,” with the request that, as the garment is wrapped around the body in 
this world, so the soul may be wrapped with the enjoyments of the world to come in the Garden of Eden. 
The garment is then thrown over the shoulders and the following prayer is offered: 

“Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us in His 
commandments, and hath commanded us to be covered with fringes.” – “Daily Prayer-book.” 
 
 When this is done, verses 7-10 of the thirty-sixth Psalm are repeated. 
 

RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE GARMENT 
13. It will be observed from these latter scriptures that the people regard the wearing of this 

garment as being associated with receiving righteousness. For did not the Lord say: 
 
 “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for lie hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.” [13] 
 

14. Consequently the pious Pharisee was very particular in having a large garment, sufficient to 
cover himself, with very wide borders; because the larger the garment, and the greater the border, the more 
the righteousness. Thus this very object that the Lord designed to use as a means to a great end, was 
perverted from its purpose, and substituted for the Creator Himself. It is not at all surprising, then, that the 
Savior should say: 
 
 “Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” [14] 
 

15. They might have known, from the words of the prophets, that true righteousness was not found 
in the wearing of those objects; but in Him, “Jehovah, our righteousness.” [15] In several of the prophets it 
is recorded that the righteousness of the people of God was in the Lord; and that this righteousness would 
be imparted to them by believing God, and obeying His will. [16] (c) 
 
THE PHYLACTERIES 
 16. While certain scriptures might be adduced as reason for the wearing of fringes, the garment, 
and the border, this could hardly be said for the use of the phylacteries. Nevertheless there was no task too 
Herculean, for the scribe or the Pharisee to accomplish, if he thought that by so doing he could add some 
outward observance which would make him appear righteous overmuch, and a good logician in Scripture. 
The basis for the wearing of the phylacteries is found in four different scriptures recorded in Exodus 13:1-
10, 11-16; Deuteronomy 6:4-9, what is known as the “Shernang,” a very precious service to the Jew. 
Deuteronomy 11:13-20. The central thought in each of these texts being the words: 
 
 “And bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.” [17] 
 
 17. The “teachers of the law” concluded that these scriptures referred to something that was to be 
worn outwardly, which finally took form in the wearing of the phylacteries. It is claimed by some, 
however, that the phylacteries were originally designed as amulets or charms, which these rabbis used to 
practice magic. (d) However, upon this matter we shall not dwell at length. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE PHYLACTERIES 
 18. These phylacteries are of two parts; one for the arm, the Other for the head. The one for the 
arm consists of a receptacle, resembling a small box, in which is a piece of parchment having written upon 
it the four texts previously mentioned, and having attached to it a long, narrow, black strap. The capsule is 
placed on the left arm, on the biceps, pointing towards the heart. Before this is placed in its position, 
however, a prayer is offered in which is contained the four scriptures already cited. It mentions the location 
of these objects, and concludes that these may be as acceptable in the sight of God as though the individual 
had performed every command of God, even to the six hundred thirteen commands, upon which depend the 
wearing of these things. (e) The following prayer is then said: 
 
 “Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who bath sanctified us in His 
commandments, and hath commanded us in the wearing of the phylacteries.” – “Daily Prayer-book.” 
 
 19. The strap is then wound around the arm seven times, during which seven Hebrew words are 
repeated. The following is a translation of these words: 
 

“And cleave you unto the Lord your God all the days of your life.” 
 
 The remainder of the strap is then placed three times around the hand. When this is finished the 
one for the head is placed in position. The receptacle is placed between the eyes, on the forehead, as the 
Scripture says, “between your eyes.” The straps are bound in a knot at the base of the brain then a long 
strap is allowed to fall on either shoulder. (See accompanying picture). When this is placed in position, the 
following prayer is offered: 
 
 “Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who hath sanctified us in His 
commandments, and hath commanded us concerning the command of the phylactery.” Then follow the 
words: “Blessed be His glorious name, His kingdom is forever.” 
 
20. The following scripture is said in conclusion: 
 “And 1 will betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in loving kindness, and in mercies. And I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and 
thou shall know the Lord.” [18] 
 

PHARISAICAL SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 21. From the above prayers and scriptures it is evident that the Pharisee expected the wearing of 
these was bringing to him much of God’s favor, and a large amount of righteousness. He was doing 
something for the Lord that not a Sadducce, or a Samaritan, or any other class who professed to believe in 
God was doing. Hence he thought he had a right to feel that the Lord ought to have more respect to him 
than to any other people. Of course the broader his phylactery the more imputation of righteousness. It is 
then not surprising that the Pharisee should want his phylactery broad, for this would indicate a greater 
amount of righteousness, as well as a nearness to the Shekinah. 
 

MAN-WORSHIP 
 22. Perhaps in nothing did the theocratical Pharisees put themselves in the place of God more than 
in the wearing of the phylacteries. Three blessings have been mentioned in connection with the wearing of 
the garment and of the phylacteries which say that the Lord, the King of the universe, commanded the 
wearing of these things, whereas the rabbis plainly teach that they made the ordinances. In one of the 
tractates of the Mishna, entitled “Sanhedrin,” we find the following: 
 
 “It is more punishable to act against the words of the scribes than against the words of the 
Scripture. If a man were to say, There is no such thing as phylactery, in order to act contrary to the words of 
the Scripture, he is not to be treated as a rebel. But if he should say, there are five divisions in the tephillin 
[phylactery, the one worn on the forehead, instead of four as the rabbis teach], in order to add to the words 
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of the scribes, he is guilty.” 
 
 23. In the light of the above statements can we not read with new meaning the following words of 
the Savior: 
 
 “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? But in vain they do 
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. Making the word of God of none effect 
through your tradition, which you have delivered: and many such like things you do.” [19] 
 

CHRIST’S DESIRE TO FREE THEM 
 24. How the Savior’s heart must have felt toward those blind leaders, and blinded people, as He 
beheld them all going into the pit of destruction, as a result of such teachings! “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killed the prophets, and stoned them that are sent unto thee, how often would 1 have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathered her chickens under her wings, and you would not!” [20] Jesus 
longed for the people to see the truth. He longed to have them free from these errors and superstitions. “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” [21] 
 25. When the Pharisee, clothed in his garment with the wide border, wore his phylacteries with the 
broad straps, and offered all the prayers connected with them, no one felt more secure of having received 
righteousness and God’s smile than did he. [22] We can readily see why Paul felt as he did toward his 
brethren when he said: 
 
 “But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained unto the law of 
righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumbling-stone.” “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves to the righteous ness of God.” [23] 
 
 26. Righteousness comes not by the wearing of phylacteries, or garments, or in the observance of 
outward works of human devising; but by faith in the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, who in His 
own life worked out the great righteous character of God. [24] 
 

WHY THE GARMENT SHOULD NOT BE MIXED 
 27. There is, however, one more thought in connection with the subject of the garment worthy of 
consideration. In several passages of scripture it is written that the Israelites should not mix the material in 
making the garment. In fact this was true of all their garments. Not under any circumstance were they to do 
this. While the Jews failed to see the lesson, there is no doubt a great truth which God wished to reveal to 
them in this. We read the following in the command of God: 
 
 “And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good 
always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe 
to do all these commandments before the Lord our God, as He hath commanded us.” [25] 
 

JESUS ONLY, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
 28. In two scriptures of the prophets, [26] the Lord declared that He would raise up a Branch unto 
David, who should bring safety and salvation; and His name was to be called, “Jehovah-Tsidkanu,” “the 
Lord our righteousness.” It is plain who was intended by “our righteousness,” in the scripture above 
mentioned, only Jesus. See a similar comparison, Romans 10:6-8, with Deuteronomy 30:11-14. In these 
commandments the Lord ever designed to have the people see Jesus, the Messiah, the Righteous One of 
God, who in Himself was the righteousness of God; [27] and not that righteousness was lodged in any mere 
abstractions. The reason, doubtless, why He forbade them to have mixture in their garments was to have 
them know that the righteousness of the Righteous One was not to be mixed with anything outside of 
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Himself. Nothing of human invention must be woven into this loom. A few scriptures will make this plain: 
 
 “Who is this that comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Blozrah? This that is glorious in 
His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 
Wherefore art Thou red in Your apparel, and Thy garments like him that treads in the wine fat? I have 
trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me. And I looked, and there was none 
to help; and 1 wondered there was none to uphold: therefore Mine own arm brought salvation unto Me.” 
[28] 
 

CHRIST HIMSELF PAID THE PENALTY FOR SIN 
 29. It needs no comment who is intended by these words of the prophet. When, however, was it 
that Jesus especially looked for some one to help Him, and could find none to uphold Him? Ah! in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and at the cross of Calvary Especially was this true in the garden, when He was 
drinking the bitter cup for a lost world. His sufferings were so intense that He sweat great drops of blood. 
[29] Of all the times in His experience in the flesh when He needed human sympathy to uphold and support 
Him, this was the time when it was the most desirable - but ah! He had none! None! [30] “What, could you 
not watch with Me one hour? [31] Were the repeated words of Him who longed to hear a few kind words 
from His disciples. But had they assisted Him with their human sympathy at this period, there might have 
been some human threads interwoven in the spotless garment of righteousness, which was to save the poor 
lost soul. But no! There was none. He did it, and did it all alone, bless His dear name. Not a thread of 
mixture in the loom. Thank God for the lesson in not mixing the garment. Oh that Israel had learnt it, what 
a wonderful revelation she would have had of Jesus, the Christ, the Anointed of God. But they stumbled at 
the stumbling-stone. [32] 
 
 30. Shall we not then see Him in all His word and works, and thrust aside all the commandments 
and traditions of men? For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, into the glory of God 
by us.” [33] He is the all in all. [34] 
  

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

Paragraph 10. 
 (a) There is much in the Mishna which clearly proves that women were, in a large measure, 
regarded as inferior to men. Here is a passage “Women are not qualified by the law to testify, because it is 
written, At the mouth of two witnesses. The language is in the masculine and not in the feminine.” 
 Here is another: “There are ten kinds of disqualifications. If in any person anyone of these is 
found, this disqualifies his testimony. These are they: Women, slaves, children, idiots, deaf persons, the 
blind, the wicked, the outcast, relatives, those who have personal interest in the testimony, these are the 
ten.” - Laws of Evidence. 
 The above information, no doubt, explains why Simon the Pharisee felt as he did toward Jesus, 
when the woman, whom Simon regarded as a despised sinner, anointed the feet of the Savior, and He 
willingly allowed her to perform such a service. Luke 7: 36-40. 
 

 Paragraph 12. 
 (b) The orthodox Jew still believes the biblical method of the computation of time, from evening 
to evening, from sunset to sunset. See Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; Leviticus 23:23; Deuteronomy 16:6. 
This is God’s method. 
 

Paragraph 15. 
 (c) The orthodox Jew, in addition to the wearing of this garment in the synagogue service, wears a 
small garment, called “Arba-Kanfoth,” literally, “four corners,” on his person all the time. Various reasons 
are given for its use; but the popular belief is that it might discriminate the Jew from the Gentile. In case the 
former might lose his way, or be taken ill and die suddenly, by his wearing this small garment, the Gentiles 
would know he was a Jew, and would have him buried in Jewish soil. For the Jews believe that they are to 
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be raised from the dead at the last day; but they either must be found in Palestinian soil, or soil purposely 
made sacred for the Jews’ resting place. 
 Originally, all soil outside of Palestine was defiled, and not one particle was allowed to enter the 
Holy Land. Every bit of it must be shaken from the feet or from plants before entering the holy. country. 
This leads us easily to understand what the Savior intended to convey to the Jews, when he told the 
disciples that they should shake off the dust of their feet against the Jews, if the people would not receive 
their testimony. Mark 6:11. They would then be considered as defiled, unclean, lost, just as the Gentile. 
Since their persecutions and scattering, they have separate burial soil in which the dead are deposited, and 
they believe that the Lord w accept this as a substitute for the soil of Palestine. 
 

Paragraph 97. 
 (d) In the tractate, “Sabbath,” of the Mishna, the rabbis devoted a great deal of space to 
discussions of charms and amulets,-those that were approved, and those which were not approved. From all 
this it would seem evident that they did have something to do with the art and practice of magic. Might this 
not suggest a partial reason why the Savior told the Pharisees that they were the children of the devil, for 
they did the works of the devil. Astrology, sorcery, magic, were all the works of the devil, which God 
strictly prohibited. Leviticus 19:31; 20:6-27; Deuteronomy 18: 9-12. 
 

Paragraph 18. 
 (e) The Pharisees claimed that all the law, the prophets, and all the commands, rested upon the 
wearing of these phylacteries. Too much stress and importance could not be placed upon the wearing of 
these things. Might we not see from this teaching a reason why the Savior should say that on the two great 
commands of love to God and to man, hung all the law and the prophets, instead of on the wearing of the 
phylacteries? Matthew 22:35-40. 
  
1. Matthew 5:20; Romans 9:31, 32.  
2. 1 Corinthians 1:20.  
3. James 3:18-15.  
4. Matthew 23:5. 
5. Matthew 9:20.  
6. Matthew 14:36.  
7. Luke 8:45,46.  
8. Numbers 15:37-39. 
9. Deuteronomy 22:12. 
10. Deuteronomy 22:11; Leviticus 19:19. 
11. Matthew 18:10.  
12. Zechariah 7:3, 5; 8:19. 
13. Isaiah 61:10.   
14. Matthew 5:20. 
15. Jeremiah 23:5, 6; 33:14, 16.  
16. Psalm 4:1; 35:18; Isaiah 45:24; 54:17; Daniel 9:7; Hosea 2:19; Zephaniah 2:3;  

Genesis 15:6; Deuteronomy 6:25. 
17. Deuteronomy 11:18. 
18. Hosea 2:19, 20. 
19. Matthew 15:3-9; Mark 7:13.  
20. Matthew 23:37.  
21. John 8:36.  
22. Luke 18:9-11. 
23. Romans 9:31, 32; 10:1-3.  
24. Genesis 15:6; Romans 3:21, 22, 25, 26; 4:3, 22-25; Galatians 3:6-9. 
25. Deuteronomy 6:24, 25. 
26. Jeremiah 23:5, 6; 33:14-16.  
27. 1 Corinthians 1:30. 
28. Isaiah 63:1-5. 
29. Luke 22:44.   
30. Hebrews 5:7. 
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31. Matthew 26:40.  
32. Romans 9:31, 32; 1 Peter 2:8. 
33. 2 Corinthians 1:20. 
34. 1 Corinthians 15:28. 
 

7. Jesus Teaching the Law 
 
“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, 
and learn of Me; for 1 am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is 

easy, and My burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30. 
 

THE Savior said: “Think not that 1 am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil. For verily 1 say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one little shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” [1] 
 

PHARISEES MAKING A HEDGE FOR THE LAW 
 2. These words of Christ are simply wonderful, as we view them in the light in which they were 
spoken. In fact, what is true of these words is true of all the sermon on the mount. Every one of the 
beatitudes struck against some rabbinical view of the law; therefore the rabbis claimed that Jesus was 
seeking to break down, to subvert, and to change the law. The one burden of these leaders was to teach the 
law. (a) It was to make a hedge about it, to build a wall around it, to fence it in on every hand with so much 
explanation that it could not be subverted, nor could the people be led away from it. The wise men said: 
 
 “Train up many disciples, and make a hedge for the law.” – “Ethics of the Fathers,” Chapter 1. 

 
Hillel said: 

 “Love mankind, and allure them to the study of the law. Who does not increase his knowledge in 
the law, shall be cut off, and who does not study the law, is deserving of death; and he who serves himself 
with the crown of the law, will be consumed.” - Ibid. 

“He who augments his knowledge of the law, augments life.” 
 Rabbi Eleazer said, “Be expeditious to study the law, that thou may know how to controvert the 
Epicurean.”- Ibid. 
 “Two who are sitting together, and have no discourse concerning the law, are accounted an 
assembly of scorners . . . but two who sit together, and discourse of the law, the divine presence may be 
said to rest upon them.” - Rabbi Chanetta in “Ethics of the Fathers.” 
Rabbi Akeva said, “Tradition is a fence to the law.” 
 Rabbi Myer said, “Diminish your worldly affairs and engage in the study of the law: If you neglect 
the law, there are many, hindrances to oppose thee but if thou has labored in the study of the law, there is 
much recompense to be given thee.” Ibid., chapter 4. 
 
 3. Much more might be cited as evidence that the burden of their toil was the fencing in of the law: 
yet everything that Jesus said seemed to contradict their views of the law, and to give it another meaning. 
The rabbis taught also the immutability of the law: 
 
 “A law of truth hath God given to His people, by the hand of our prophet, who was faithful in his 
house. God will never shame nor alter His law; for evermore there is none but His.” - Daily Prayers. 
 
 4. Thus we can see how the Savior was brought face t face with their teaching of the law. 
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THE BEATITUDES 
In his sermon on the mount, Christ said: 

 
“Blessed are the poor in Spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” [2] 
 
 5. We know from the New Testament that the Pharisees were a proud and haughty- spirited class, 
[3] and looked down on those who were poor spirited. They taught that a man who Was poor in spirit was 
despised of God. [4] Therefore they asserted that Christ’s instruction was not in harmony with the law. 
 6. Jesus taught: “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” [5] 
 But true meekness was unknown among the rabbis. They were unforgiving, loved the uppermost 
rooms at feasts,” and delighted to be called by the title, “Rabbi, Rabbi.” They considered that as God was 
high and lifted up, the more exalted their position, and the more influence that went with it by way of being 
above others, the nearer they came to God. 
 

THE PHARISEES KNEW NO MERCY 
 7. Jesus taught: “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” [7] 
 But we know from what has already been quoted of their own sayings that they were strangers to 
this virtue. Jesus told them a little later; “Go you and learn what that means, I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice.” [8] And at another time He said to them: “But if you had known what this means, I will have 
mercy and not sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless.” [9] 
 8. This shows clearly they had not yet learned the meaning of this quality. Perhaps it may be in 
place to quote a few statements touching this point: 
 “A Gentile woman is not to be delivered on the Sabbath, not even for payment, neither is the 
enmity to be regarded. It is not to be done, even though no profanation of the Sabbath should be implied.” -
Sabbath Laws. 
 “Whosoever transgresses an affirmative commandment, for instance, he was commanded to make 
a tabernacle, and did not, he is to be beaten until his soul go out, without any consideration of his strength, 
and without dividing the flogging into three. And in like manner, whosoever transgresses the words of the 
wise men, he is to be beaten without number, and without mercy. Why is this called “Ma-kath Mar-dooth,” 
flogging of obstinacy? Because he has been obstinate to the words of the law, and to the words of the 
scribes.” 
 

“It is not permissible to give good advice to a heathen or to a slave.” Laws Governing Murder. 
 

CHRIST’S TEACHING STRANGE TO THE PEOPLE 
 9. Thus every one of the beatitudes was a direct contradiction of what the rabbis taught upon the 
same subject. Not that it was opposed to the law which Moses gave, but to the exposition of that law as 
given by these theologians. The common people had not been accustomed to hear such a meaning given to 
the Scriptures. Hence they were told by the scribes and rabbis that Jesus could not be a true rabbi or 
teacher, as He was opposing the words of the wise men, and the words of the law. 

10. Here is what a notable writer has said on this point: 
 “As something strange and new, these words fell upon the ears of the wondering multitude. Such 
teaching is contrary to all they ever heard from priest or rabbi.” 
 “As Jesus in His character and work represented to men, the holy, benevolent, and paternal 
attributes of God, and presented the worthlessness of merely ceremonial obedience, the Jewish leaders did 
not receive or understand His words. They thought He dwelt too lightly upon the requirements; and when 
He set before them the very truths that were the soul of their divinely appointed service, they, looking only 
at the external, accused Him of seeking to overthrow it.” 
 “The Pharisees noted the vast difference between their manner of instruction and that of Christ. 
They saw that the majesty and beauty and purity of truth, with its deep and gentle influence, was taking 
firm hold upon many minds, and they feared that if permitted, Jesus would draw the people away from 
them. Therefore they followed Him with determined hostility, hoping to find occasion for accusing Him 
before the Sanhedrin, and securing His condemnation and death.” 
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 “On the mount Jesus was closely watched by the spies, and as He unfolded the principles of 
righteousness, the Pharisees caused it to be whispered about that His teaching was in opposition to the 
precepts which God had given from Sinai. Many were saying in their hearts that Jesus had come to do away 
with the law; but in unmistakable language He revealed His attitude toward the divine statutes.” – 
“Thoughts from The Mount of Blessing.” 
 

THE LAW IMMUTABLE 
11. Jesus, knowing the feelings and sentiments which the Pharisees were endeavoring to instill 

into the minds of the masses, explained to the people his regard for the law. It was practically the same 
position that the scribes held. Here is a quotation, showing how strictly they believed in its immutability: 
 “These are they who have no part in the world to come, but are cut off, perish, and are condemned 
on account of the greatness of their wickedness and sin forever, even forever and ever, the deniers of the 
law. There are three classes of the deniers of the law. He who says that the law is not from God, yea, even 
one verse or one word. He who says that the Creator has changed one commandment for another, and that 
the law has long since lost its authority.” - Laws of Repentance. 

12. Therefore the Savior said: 
 “One Jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.” [10] 
 13. By this saying He not only claimed to believe the law as fully as they did, but to a still greater 
degree. They said that not one verse nor one word could be abrogated; the Savior declared not even one jot 
or little. It might be well to illustrate this jot and tittle. 
 

HEBREW ALPHABET 
 14. There are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew alphabet. Then there are five finals, and many 
double letters. Letters are doubled by inserting a dot in the center of them. Of these twenty-seven letters, 
the smallest is the tenth, the letter “Yoth” or “Jot.” It is about as large as a comma in English punctuation. 
Some of the letters have what is known as crowns, small points on the top of them, twice the size of the dot 
of an “i.” This letter “jot,” the smallest of all the letters, had this point or tittle attached to it. So the Savior, 
showing the people how he regarded the law, said in substance: Not only do I believe in the law as given by 
Jehovah and by Moses, not only do 1 believe in its perpetuity. Not only do 1 believe that not a verse or a 
word can be changed, but I believe and strongly advocate that not the smallest letter in the entire Hebrew 
alphabet, or the smallest point joined to the smallest letter of God’s law, can under any circumstance be set 
aside, or lightly esteemed. As long as the heavens and the earth shall remain, not a single point of the law 
shall be annulled. Yea, still more: Heaven and earth could more easily pass away than the smallest tittle of 
the law could fail. [11] 
 

PHARISAICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS INSUFFICIENT 
 15. The people by this time began to wonder then what would become of all those Pharisees who 
taught them their view of the law, and who placed their standard of its righteousness as the correct one? For 
the standard of righteousness as advocated by the Pharisees did not compare favorably with His exalted 
view of the law. Theirs, only concerned the exterior personage; His, dealt with the inward life. Knowing 
what was passing through their minds, the Savior continued: 
 
 “For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and the Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” [12] 
 
 16. This assuredly was an open challenge. The rabbis had given their definitions of the law, and 
Jesus said they were erroneous. There was no salvation in them. In order then that the people and the 
Pharisees might get His view of the righteousness of the law, the Savior took up certain principles of the 
Ten Commandments and gave His exposition of them: 
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CHRIST TEACHING THE LAW 
 “You have heard that it was said by [margin, to] them of old time, Thou shall not kill; and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment. But 1 say unto you, that whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” 
[13] 
 

THE RABBIS UNNECESSARILY ANGRY 
 17. What a cutting saying this must have been to these theologians as they heard the words, 
“Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause.” If this be so, they must have reasoned, then our 
greatest men must be condemned. Then there can be no hope for some of the great lights of Israel. This is 
the way many of them must have felt as they heard these truths, for it was not at all infrequent for a rabbi or 
scribe to get angry without any provocation. It was but natural then for the masses to imbibe the same 
spirit. 
 18. For instance: Shammi, the contemporary of Hillel the great, who lived about the time of the 
Savior, was approached by a Gentile, who asked to be made a proselyte. But the inquirer said you must 
teach me the whole law while I stand on one leg. This so answered the rabbi that he secured a stick, and in 
a violent manner drove him away. Certainly there was no cause to do this, but this disposition the rabbis 
claimed as their prerogative. 
 

CHRIST’S DEFINITION OF MURDER 
 19. This saying of Jesus also placed murder in an altogether different light from which it had been 
generally viewed. The Pharisees defined murder as an avenging of one person of his fellow, especially his 
Jewish brother. (b) But this must be done with some outward object or by physical force. According to the 
tractate, entitled, “Hilcoth Rotse-ach,” the “Laws of Murder,” there are scores, yes, hundreds of commands 
explaining rabbinical ideas of murder. Nevertheless, all of these must be committed by some outward force. 
Jesus, however, showed them that murder was not merely a result of certain outward forces brought to bear 
upon an Israelite, but he was a murderer who only harbored hateful thoughts against any person; who said 
harsh words to his fellow men; who cherished revengful feelings against his neighbor. And no doubt, at that 
very time, there were those in the audience who felt in their souls strong convictions of guilt. [14] 
 

CHRIST DEFINING IMPURITY 
 20. Having finished His exposition of this command, He passed on to the next: 
 
 “You have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shall not commit adultery: but I say 
unto you, That whosoever looks on a woman to lust after her bath committed adultery with her already in 
his heart.” [15] 
 
 21. What depth of thought and truth this definition of the seventh commandment contained; such 
ideas of purity were unheard and undreamed of. The Pharisees had spent many hours in giving instruction 
on the subject of marriage; its lawful and unlawful functions. The wise men had made no less than six 
hundred laws upon the subject, divided into seventy one chapters. Yes, one entire division of the Mishna is 
devoted to the consideration of woman, and all that pertains to her welfare. But never, absolutely never, are 
there statements made that could in any wise compare with this. There was not a person but what felt guilty 
of having violated this command. What a strange doctrine indeed such an exposition of the law of God 
must have seemed to them. It is not strange, therefore, that the people should say, after He finished His 
discourse on the mount, that they “were astonished at his doctrine: for He taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.” [16] 
 22. To violate this command a person had but to think an impure thought; to have an evil eye; to 
look impurely upon a person. Such was the exalted view of the law, in the sight of God and of Christ. 



PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF ISRAEL 
 

www.maranathamedia.com.au 
 

50

Certainly the people could not accuse Jesus of overthrowing the law after hearing such expositions, even if 
that was the Pharisees’ claim. If they had only correctly understood the teachings of the prophets, how 
beautiful that scripture would have seemed to them as they listened to His precious and exalted principles 
of the law: 
 

CHRIST MAGNIFYING THE LAW 
 “The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake. He will magnify the law, and make it 
honorable.” [17] 
 23. Surely this the Savior did, as He caused these different principles to pass under the flashlight 
of His divine Spirit. How they shone with luster and brilliancy, as He portrayed them in their greatness and 
magnificence! This text in Isaiah did not mean, as the rabbis claimed, that the Lord had given Israel special 
privileges and advantages over all others, therefore He increased the law to six hundred thirteen commands. 
It meant that the Messiah who was to come would exalt the law by magnifying its principles - by revealing 
its true significance; by exalting its every precept, by showing that the law reached to the very depths of the 
secret recesses of the soul. [18] This was exalting and magnifying the law. And why should not God be 
well pleased with this? Would it not enable the people to see their exceeding sinfulness? [19] Would it not 
bring a hungering to every soul who desired to be freed from sin, and who wished to properly perform 
God’s will? [20] Would it not make men hunger and thirst after righteousness? Of course it would; then by 
the righteousness of the righteous Messiah, who would impart of the power of God, the people would be 
made better. Therefore God could be well pleased for His righteousness sake, for Christ is His 
righteousness, [21] and He did magnify the law. Jesus did not come to change the law; He did not abrogate 
it. He did not allow even one tittle of it to fail. As long as heaven and earth shall stand, so long will the 
binding claims of God’s law rest upon the human race. Neither a single jot nor tittle of it shall in any wise 
fail or pass away. It is by the life of Christ we see its exalted character. This definition of God’s law will 
always remain the same; for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. [22] 
  
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 

Paragraph 2. 
 (a) The reader should bear in mind that the Jews had confused ideas of the law. Claiming that their 
teachings were equal to the commands of God, they made no difference between the law as spoken by 
Jehovah Himself, the laws which God gave to Moses, and the laws which they themselves made. Even the 
disciples failed in their early experience to see the real difference. In later years, however, when the Spirit 
of God was given to them as their teacher, they saw the broad distinction. Paul clearly teaches the 
difference between the law of God, the Ten Commandments, and the law of Moses, which God gave him to 
teach the people. One was eternal, immutable; the other, temporal, changeable. 
 

Paragraph 19. 
(b) Here is a sample of their laws touching this question: 

 “An Israelite who unintentionally kills his slave, or a sojourning proselyte, is imprisoned. [That is, 
he is placed in one of the cities of refuge.] And also, a sojourning proselyte that kills a sojourning proselyte, 
or slave, unintentionally, is to be imprisoned. But a sojourning proselyte who unintentionally kills an 
Israelite, even though it be unintentionally, is to be put to death.” 
 “An Israelite who kills a sojourning proselyte is not to be put to death by the Beth-din, the house 
of judgment, for it is said: ‘But if a man come intentionally upon his neighbor.’ This, of course the rabbis 
taught, was only a Jew. The Scriptures, however, taught that this applied to the Gentile as well as to the 
Jew. Genesis 9: 5, 6; Numbers 35:15, 16. 
 
1. Matthew 5:17-19. 
2. Matthew 5:3.  
3. Luke 1:51; Luke 16:14. 
4. Luke 18:9-14. 
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5. Matthew 5:5.  
6. Luke 14:7; Matthew 23:6, 7.  
7. Matthew 5:7. 
8. Matthew 9:13. 
9. Matthew 11:7. 
10. Matthew 5:18, 19. 
11. Luke 16:17.   
12. Matthew 5:20. 
13. Matthew 5:21, 22. 
14. Luke 10:25-37.  
15. Matthew 5:27.  
16. Matthew 7:28, 29. 
17. Isaiah 42:21.    
18. Mark 7:21-23; Hebrews 4:12.  
19. Romans 7:7-13; 8:1-4. 
20. Romans 7:12-25.  
21. Romans 3:25, 26. 
22. Hebrews 13:8. 
 

8. What the Jews Might Have Known 
 

“Oh that My people had hearkened unto Me, and Israel had walked in My ways! I should soon have 
subdued their enemies, and turned My hand against their adversaries.” Psalm 81:13, 14. 

“Oh that thou had hearkened to My commandments! Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea.” Isaiah 48:18. 

 

ACCEPTING THE TEACHINGS OF MEN. 
FROM what has been written concerning the methods used by the rabbis in teaching the law and 

the word of God, the question, Do doubt, must have arisen in the mind of the reader: “Could the people of 
the time have known any different, or could they have been taught other than they were?” From the words 
of the Savior it is evident that they might have known. [1] In fact there was not a truth that Jesus taught 
concerning Himself and salvation, which the Christian church has believed for centuries, but what the Jews 
might have known and fully understood, if they had only believed the Bible, and read it in the light of the 
Holy Spirit. [2] When men, however, will accept the sayings of their fellows because of superior 
intellectual ability, [3] instead of believing the simple words of the Lord as they read, man-made traditions 
will surely be placed above the word of God, which in the end will lead men to become dark in their 
understanding, [4] and to lose the true knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has sent. [5] 
  

JESUS AND NICODEMUS 
In the third chapter of John we find a very interesting narrative which forcibly illustrates this truth. 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night. He had heard of Him in various ways, and had 
concluded he must have an interview with Him. Because of the position of this “ruler,” he felt it best not to 
make it public that he had condescended to call upon Jesus, who was so poor in this world’s goods. Whose 
education was so limited, as compared with the extensive academic training the rabbis had, and whose early 
training was in such a low, outcast, and ostracized community. It is generally known that Nazareth and 
Galilee were so despised in the eyes of the rabbis that they scarcely could say a good word about them. 
Especially did the Pharisees mimic and mock the way the Galileans spoke. This is evidently why the little 
maid so easily recognized Peter as being one of Jesus’ disciples. For, said she: “Surely thou also art one of 
them, for thy speech betrays thee.” [6] Their pronunciation of the Hebrew gutturals was very different from 
the Judean Jew, and the rabbis of Palestine used this against them in ridicule. As for the city of Nazareth, it 
was generally recognized among the “Tanaim,” or teachers, that this place could produce nothing of service 
or honor to the Jews or to their religion. No doubt it was such teachings that led Nathaniel to reply as he did 
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to Philip, when the former was invited to come and see the Messiah in Jesus of Nazareth. Said Nathaniel 
with astonishment: “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” [7] It seemed to him so strange and 
absurd that the long-looked-for Messiah should emanate from that rude, unintellectual, obscure place, 
Nazareth. He changed his mind, however, when he personally investigated, for he saw in Him the Son of 
God, the King of Israel. [8] 
 

NICODEMUS’ OPINION OF JESUS 
 3. On the other hand, Nicodemus was a man of great learning and skill, a member of the council of 
seventy-one, the Sanhedrin, (a) and no doubt a member of the executive committee, the three leading 
members of this august tribunal. In other words, Nicodemus was one of the leading men of the Jewish 
nation at that time, a strict rabbi, one who closely followed the teachings and traditions of the Pharisees, a 
man of great wealth as well as of influence, holding the third position, probably, in all the government of 
Israel. It must have been to him a very humiliating thing to go to the lonely house where Jesus was abiding, 
to seek an interview with this Galilean youth. 
 4. Nevertheless there was something in the man’s heart that told him this youth was more than an 
ordinary man. He was performing great miracles; had a great following of the common people; was giving 
clear, lucid and simple expositions of the law, and was a public benefactor. His miracles, in the eyes of 
Nicodemus, were considered greater than those traditional ones he had read about. If those wonderful 
miracles which the rabbis claimed they and others performed gave them the title of “rabbi,” surely, 
Nicodemus reasoned, this young man had a right to the title of rabbi, though the Pharisees would not 
sanction it. 
 5. Thus addressing the Savior, he continued: “We know that Thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that Thou does, except God be with him.” [9] 
 

JESUS’ REPLY A SURPRISE TO THE RULER 
 6. Nicodemus considered this method of addressing Jesus as one of great honor and esteem. Such 
a noble Israelite to thus speak to so uneducated a man, a Galilean at that, having no prestige among the 
rabbis, was certainly a remarkable thing, especially since Nicodemus was quite an old man, and the Savior 
was so young. The Jewish teacher evidently expected to receive flattery and approval for this address, as 
such was the custom among the rabbinical class when addressing one another. Instead of Jesus giving him 
what he expected, the man heard a most remarkable statement from the lips of the Nazarene: 
 
 “Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, Except a man be born again, [margin, from above] he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” [10] 
 
 7. What could He mean? What could this young teacher imply by such a saying? Could it be 
possible that He does not consider me a fit subject for the kingdom of God? Me, a Jew, a rabbi, a member 
of the Sanhedrin, even a member of the special committee of the tribunal? Does He not know that any and 
every Jew, naturally, is a member of the kingdom of God? Especially so when He has become a teacher of 
the people. Does He not know that the rabbis have taught that all the nations of the world would burn in the 
great day of judgment as a furnace, while all Israel, as a people, would be saved? Is He not aware that we 
have been instructed that Jehovah has set apart Israel for a people unto Himself? Could it be possible He 
was ignorant of that statement of the rabbis: ‘All Israel have a part in the world to come?’ And another 
statement: “God had sanctified the Jews for His people forever, and had placed them on a footing with all 
the angels of His presence, with all the angels of His praise, and with all the holy angels that stand before 
Him.” These and many other thoughts must have passed through the mind of this “Master in Israel,” as he 
contemplated this reply of Jesus. It seemed to him as though Jesus could hardly have intended to have said 
this to him, had He known who His guest was. No doubt the ruler was greatly perplexed. For he could not 
possibly see through the thought of Jesus. What did He mean? Was it that there must be a literal birth again, 
as of a child, in order to get into the kingdom of God? Hence the question: 
 “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born?” [11] 
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8. Then Jesus replied: 
 “Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. Marvel that 1 said unto thee, You must be born again.” [12] 
  

NICODEMUS STILL PERPLEXED 
 9. This answer of the Savior seemed to perplex him still more. Such language he had never heard; 
such a qualification to become a member of the kingdom of God was unheard of by Nicodemus or his 
colleagues. But he evidently was at fault, for the Savior continued: 
 

“Art thou a master of Israel, and knows not these things?” [13] 
 
 10. This reply is not only intended to inform Nicodemus as to what he wanted to know, but it was 
also a stern rebuke for not knowing the word of God as he ought to have known it. Why should he not have 
known the birth of the water and of the Spirit? Had not the Scriptures told about it? Had not God declared it 
in His word? Had he never read the following from the word of God, and should he not have known how to 
apply it? 
 

THE NEW BIRTH 
 “Then I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will 1 cleanse you. A new heart also will 1 give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you, and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 1 will give you an heart of flesh. And 1 will 
put My spirit within you, and cause you to walk in MY statutes, and you shall keep My judgments.” [14] 
 “And I will cause the captivity of Judah an d the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, 
as at the first. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity.” [15] 
 “And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you, and 1 will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh.” [16] 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy 
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.” [17] 
 

EVERY TRUTH OF SALVATION MIGHT HAVE BEEN KNOWN 
 11. There can be no doubt but that Nicodemus had read these scriptures more than once; but it 
must have been with a clouded mind. His vision was blurred, because he had read them in the light of the 
teachings and traditions of the elders. It would seem from the statement of the Savior that all of the 
experiences relative to conversion, the new birth, the Holy Ghost, salvation, eternal life-all these were in 
the Scriptures. Nicodemus should have known them. Yes, as a master in Israel, he ought to have known 
them. The Savior expressed surprise that he did not know them. As a result of his not knowing them, the 
other rabbis also did not know them; the people, who depended for knowledge upon these leaders, were 
ignorant of them. Therefore, when the Savior came to earth, the whole Jewish nation was ignorant of 
Christ, His work, His salvation, eternal life. 
 

JEWS MIGHT HAVE ENJOYED GREAT LIGHT 
 12. The traditions of the rabbis had so hidden the purity of the truths of the gospel, that the people 
could not understand the spiritual truths which Christ sought to impart to them. Had they only read their 
Scriptures as the word expressed it. Had they sought for the help of the Holy Spirit as it was their privilege, 
they might have had floods of light on all the great truths of salvation through the Messiah; then the 
Scriptures might have meant so much more to them. 
 

MANY OF GOD’S SAINTS ENJOYED THE LIGHT 
 13. It is often said that the Jewish people did not have the light of the gospel as people have it 
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since the days of Christ’s advent to earth. But if we examine the Scriptures, we shall see a vast fund of truth 
that the Lord intended the Israelites to know, and which they might have in a large measure enjoyed. 
Because they did not behold the light that was shining in their pathway, the Lord was not to blame. Some of 
the faithful servants of God saw it; all might have seen it. Those who saw the light of Christ, even before 
His advent to the world, rejoiced in it, and looked forward to the glad day when they should behold more. 
 14. We now turn to a few scriptures which will make clear what the Jews might have known 
concerning the real practical gospel of salvation, as revealed through the Holy Spirit, and what they lost as 
a result of not knowing these blessed messages. As we observe these truths, we shall the better see how 
much of the word of God is being lost today, because of a lack of study of these very same truths. It should 
ever be borne in mind that the Israelites were a typical people; [18] all their experiences, therefore, were but 
illustrations for the church after Christ came in the flesh. Their failures were to be as sign-boards and 
mileposts for the church of Christ, by looking at which they were to take heed and beware, lest they fall 
into the same snares as the ancient people of God. [19] 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 15. The Apostle Paul tells us that the gospel of Christ is thee power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believes. [20] The salvation which the gospel brings, is a salvation from sin. [21] The sin-bearer 
[22] or Savior, that brings this salvation, through the gospel, is Jesus Christ. [23] That there is no other 
gospel which has salvation from sin [24] is evident by what the Apostle Peter says; [25] hence the means of 
salvation has always been the same [26] This the Jews might have known; this they ought to have known. 
Abraham knew it, and was saved through it. For we read: 
 
 “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” [27] 
 
 16. It is thus clear that Abraham had the gospel. It was the gospel of Christ, too, that he had. For 
the Savior said: 
 
 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it, and was glad. Jesus said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham was, 1 am.” [28] 
  

ABRAHAM HAD THE GOSPEL. 
 17. We can see from this answer of the Savior to the Jews that Abraham was saved through His 
merit, as the I Am here brought to view is none other than the Lord Himself, which is made clear in 
Exodus. [29] Paul also tells us that the Seed to whom and through whom the promises were made, was 
Christ. [30] Thus it is plain that Abraham, the father of the Jews, in whom the Jews trusted and believed, 
[31] had the gospel of Christ, which to him was the power of God unto salvation; and this blessed gospel 
gave to him righteousness through faith. “He believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for 
righteousness.” [32] “So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.” [33] “If you be 
Christ’s, then are you Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” [34] Thus to Abraham was 
imparted the righteousness of God, through faith in the Lord Jesus. [35] This righteousness Paul tells us is 
the gospel of Christ, the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes. [36] It was justification by 
faith [37] in the Lord Jesus alone, without good works outside of Christ. All this Abraham, the father of the 
Jews, had; Nicodemus might have had; the rabbis could have had the people should have had. 
 

THE GOSPEL GIVEN TO THE FATHERS IN THE WILDERNESS 
 18. Not only did Abraham have the gospel, but the fathers in the wilderness also had it. They had 
all that Abraham had, and additional light beside. For says the apostle: 
 “For some, when they had heard, did provoke; howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 
But with whom was He grieved forty years? Was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in 
the wilderness? And to whom swore He that they should not enter into His rest, but to them that believed 
not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being 
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left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it.” [38] 
 19. It is here plainly stated that the gospel which the church had in the days of Paul, and which she 
has been enjoying ever since, was held by the Israelites first, and this in the wilderness during the forty 
years. The question, however, might arise whether this was the gospel of Christ that they had, and which 
had saving power in it for them, as it had for Abraham? This is answered again by the same apostle: 
 
 “Moreover, brethren, I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. And 
did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of serpent.” [39] 
 

CHRIST WAS IN THE WILDERNESS. 
 20. It is clear from these scriptures that it was Christ who was with them in the wilderness; it Was 
the gospel of Christ they had at that time; it was a lack of faith [40] in this Christ’s gospel that caused them 
to lose the promised inheritance, and eternal life. [41] What Was true of the Israelites at that time was true 
of their successors all through the ages. The men of God, who lived close to the Lord, knew of this saving 
power, and were saved. The majority living far from the Lord, did not believe in Christ, did not receive 
Him as their Savior, hence were lost. This is very beautifully as well as graphically described by the 
Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 “I will mention the loving-kindness of the Lord and the praises of the Lord, according to all that 
the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He hath bestowed 
on them according to His mercies, and according to the multitude of His loving kindness. For He said, 
Surely they are My people, children that will not lie: so He was their Savior. In all their affliction He was 
afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He 
bare them, and carried them all the days of old.” [42] 
 

THE PROPHETS KNEW CHRIST 
 21. The prophets of God knew this saving power that was in Christ, and taught it to the people but 
the latter did not see it because of their refusing to believe the word of the Lord. [43] They preferred to 
follow other teachers and leaders, who walked in the sparks of their own kindling. [44] 

Says the Apostle Peter: 
 “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets 
have inquired and searched diligently who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you. Searching 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” [45] 
 22. These men enjoyed the Spirit of Christ; and as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God. [46] If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. [47] It is thus clear and 
conclusive that from the days of Abraham, yes, from the days of Adam, [48] (b) the gospel of Christ was 
made known unto the sons of men, by the divine Spirit of God; and this blessed gospel through the Lord 
Jesus, brought salvation to every soul that believed in it. This was the Savior that Isaiah speaks of, for we 
read in the same book these words: 

“I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no Savior.” [49] 
 Peter tells us there is salvation in none other, [50] “for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved,” but the name of Jesus. 
 23. In view of these facts it is not surprising that the Savior should put the question to Nicodemus 
as He did: “Art thou a master of Israel, and knows not these things?” [51] 

We can see then added force in the Savior’s words when He said: 
 “Thus have you made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.” [52] 
 Through their abundant traditions they lost the true knowledge of the gospel and its saving power, 
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substituting therefor the sayings and doings of men. 
 

CONVERSION AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 24. It is often said that when Jesus came to earth a new era was brought about in the experience of 
mankind; and from this time forward men were to be regenerated through the Holy Spirit when the Holy 
Ghost would be poured upon them. Frequently the idea is conveyed that Pentecost marked the birth of the 
Holy Ghost; till this time very little, if anything, was known of the Spirit. The Jews had nothing but law; 
their legality, someway, brought them into certain favor with God. 
 

NICODEMUS SHOULD HAVE KNOWN CONVERSION. 
 25. However, it must be readily seen from this answer of Christ to Nicodemus that this was not so; 
for the subject under consideration was the new birth, the regeneration of the soul by the Holy Spirit which 
convicts men of sin, and converts them to God. “Art thou a master of Israel, and know not these things?” 
[53] How surprised the Savior seemed, that Nicodemus did not know what it was to be born again, to give 
his heart to the Lord, to be converted. It was evident he should have known it, especially since he professed 
to be a student of the Word, as well as a leader of the people. His riot knowing it, however, did not change 
the truth. It was his privilege as well as the privilege of every other man at that time to have known what 
conversion was; to have been born of the Spirit of God; to have received a new heart by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

DAVID’S EXPERIENCE IN CONVERSION 
 26. Many instances of this truth might be cited, but one will suffice. This is the experience of 
David, and this experience is found in Psalms 51. It was his confession and repentance of the awful sin he 
had committed, as recorded in Second Samuel. [54] Hear his prayer: 
 “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall bee whiter than snow. . . . Hide 
Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy 
ways, and sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” [55] 
 
27. From these scriptures we learn the following: 
 1. David had become a backslider, and had lost the Holy Spirit. 
 2. He had once known what salvation was; through sin he lost it, and was now asking the Lord to 
restore it to him. 
 3. He had once been a converted man with a soul which had been white; this he longed for again. 
 4. He had been a missionary worker, as a result of h-s experience in salvation, and now longed for 
the power of the Holy Spirit that he might still see sinners reclaimed to God. 
 5. He had once thoroughly known the keeping power of God, and had enjoyed a free and full 
salvation. 
 

ALL THE PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE ENJOYED THE SAME EXPERIENCE 
 28. Now all this experience which David once had, and again longed for, came to him through 
Jesus, the Son of God the Savior of men. [56] He knew the Lord, [57] and had received this saving power 
from Him. This, Jesus Himself proved, when conversing with the Pharisees. It is true that the people in 
general, even in David’s day, did not know this, and he gives the reason: 
 “I have more understanding than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation. 1 
understand more than the ancients [Hebrew elders], because 1 keep Thy precepts.” [58] 
 29. If the people, then, were as anxious to know the Lord as he was, and to understand God’s word 
as he, and desired the truth of salvation in their inward parts as he desired, they, too, would have known this 
grand truth. [59] 
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HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN PRIOR TO JESUS’ ADVENT 
 30. That the Holy Ghost was given to the people before the Savior came, that David and others 
enjoyed it, is evident from the testimony of Jesus and the apostles. Many statements to this effect are also 
found in Moses and the prophets. We will first consider the testimony of the Savior. 
 

THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CONCERNING THE SPIRIT 
 “And Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is 
the son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit Thou on My 
right hand, till I make Your enemies Thy footstool.” [60] 
 The Savior said that David had the Holy Ghost; and David lived more than a thousand years prior 
to the Pentecost of Acts 2. (b) 
 

TESTIMONY OF PETER 
 “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, . . . . Men and brethren, 
this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spoke before 
concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.” [61] 

This was before the great outpouring of the Spirit. 
 

DAVID’S OWN TESTIMONY 
 Now these be the list words of David. David, the son of Jesse, said, and the man who was raised 
up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord 
spoke by me, and His word was in my tongue.” [62] 

“Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and the pattern of all that he had by 
the Spirit.” “All this, said David, the Lord made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, even all 
the works of this pattern.” [63] 
 

TESTIMONY OF OTHER PROPHETS CONCERNING THE SPIRIT 
 “And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the Lord, and gathered the seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle. And the Lord came down in a cloud, and 
spoke unto him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came 
to pass, that when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease. But there remained two 
of the men in the camp and the Spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp. And there ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one 
of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them. And Moses said unto him, Envies thou 
for my sake? Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit 
upon them!” [64] 
 

WHY ALL THE PEOPLE COULD NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT 
 31. What was this last statement of Moses, if not a longing desire that all the people might receive 
the Holy Ghost? God longed to give it to them; but they were not converted; they knew not the regenerating 
power of the Spirit in their life, consequently were not prepared to receive the Holy Spirit. 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS 
 “And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets 
prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of 
Saul, and they also prophesied. And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied 
likewise. . . . Then went he also to Ramah, . . . and he asked and said, Where are Samuel and David? And 
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one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ramah. And he went thither. . . . and the Spirit of God was upon him 
also, and he went on and prophesied.” [65] 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE WILDERNESS 
“I will mention the loving-kindness of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that 

the Lord bath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He hath bestowed 
on them according to His mercies, and according to the multitude of His loving-kindness. For He said, 
Surely they are My people, children that will not lie: so He was their Savior. In all their affliction He was 
afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He 
bare them, and carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and vexed His Holy Spirit: therefore He 
was turned to be their enemy, and He fought against them.” [66] 
 

COULD NOT RECEIVE THE SPIRIT, BECAUSE OF LACK OF FAITH 
 32. An abundance of evidence might be further produced from the Scriptures, clearly showing that 
the people in the days prior to the advent of Christ, enjoyed the experience of conversion, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, if they would only believe the Lord and receive this blessing. It was for every one, for God 
never has been any respecter of persons. The reason, however, why the majority of the people did not 
receive it, was because of their lack of faith in the salvation of God, [67] and in His servants who delivered 
to them the messages of salvation. [68] They preferred to have the smooth sayings [69] of the teachers and 
leaders, therefore they lost the precious gift of God. 
 

THE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE SPIRIT 
 33. As has been mentioned in a previous chapter, several centuries prior to the advent of the 
Savior, the rabbis instituted this spurious substitution for the Spirit of God, known as “Bath-kol,” the 
daughter of a voice. This fraud, however, could not be discerned but by the rabbis; and the poor people 
were left in entire ignorance of this precious gift. This, no doubt, partially explains the reason why the 
disciples were so perplexed when Jesus told them of the coming of the Spirit to them, which they should 
receive, while the world and even the learned rabbis would reject” it. To think they could have the real gift, 
which Jesus told them was so precious, and the rabbis and other learned men would not receive, was to 
them inexplicable. However, all could receive this blessed gift, if they would only open their hearts to it. 
 

A GENERAL SUMMARY 
 34. Thus salvation, conversion, the Holy Spirit, and all other gifts necessary for the salvation of 
the soul, were manifested in the word of God; and all these every one might have received through Jesus 
Christ, before His appearance in the flesh. Many of the people did avail themselves of its precious 
blessings, and were saved. This was true of Abel, of Enoch, of Noah, of Abraham, of other Patriarchs. 
Moses, many of the prophets, priests, and kings, as well as some of the more pious of the people of God, 
enjoyed this salvation. [71] Then the Old Testament Scriptures, rightly understood, clearly reveal that the 
Jews might have known many wonderful truths concerning the Lord Jesus. Might have been prepared to 
receive Him when He came; might have been the heralds to the world of the grand and glorious gospel 
message of the Christ who had come; might have been freely and fully saved. Tradition, human theology, 
man-made teaching, and the philosophy [72] of so-called science [73] obstructed the channel of the soul; 
and those very people to whom He came, knew Him not. [74] What a sad thought! What a terrible fate! 
[75] 
 

THE CHURCH OF TO-DAY 
 35. The church, however, should bear in mind the fact that all this which happened to the Jews has 
a very forcible lesson for the present time. [76] We are repeatedly admonished by the apostles and prophets 
that everything that happened aforetime was to illustrate to the church of Christ for today what the people 
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might expect, should they follow now in a similar course. [77] If, however, the professed people of God 
will take heed to the admonitions and rightly interpret that people and those times, a great deal may be 
received which they otherwise must lose. But we see at the present time so much of the experience of Israel 
being repeated, the teachings of philosophy, the teachings of science, the traditions of the elders and of the 
theological leaders, the higher criticism of the word of God, the destruction of much of the truth of the 
gospel, the neglect of the study of the blessed Bible. When we consider how little the Bible is studied at the 
present day, and how much less its grand truths are understood and practiced, we can discern that the same 
path in which the ancient Jews traveled is being again beaten down. The masses are depending largely upon 
the few teachers to interpret the word for them, and many of these are constantly differing in opinion. 
Consequently spiritual death is resulting. Form is being substituted for devotion; outward demonstration 
takes the place of piety; large edifices are an indication of spiritual growth. [78] Yet the form of godliness 
without the power of God is vain in His work and worship. [79] The teachings of men in the place of the 
word of God are lifeless and spiritless; [80] and with God such worship is vain. [81] 
 
WHAT THE JEWS OUGHT TO HAVE KNOWN, THE CHURCH SHOULD KNOW 
 37. If men would but take heed and observe what transpired as a result of the Jews instituting so 
many customs, they might be saved from falling into the same snare, as well as from the same results. 
God’s word is true; His word is sure. What the Jews might have known they lost sight of; what the church 
of today may know it is not earnestly seeking for, because the teachings of Moses and the prophets are laid 
aside. Then while it is called today, [82] let the salvation of God be sought as revealed in His own word; 
then life, power, and blessing will come to thousands of hearts, [83] which in turn will bless still others. 
The experience of the Jews will then be a valuable lesson. The Holy Ghost, faith, conversion, salvation, 
sanctification, obedience, as well as all the other gifts of the Spirit, will once more be manifested with 
power. 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
Paragraph 3. 

 (a) Just when the Sanhedrin came into existence is not definitely known. One thing is certain, it 
must have come into existence some time during the Grecian rule, as the word, Sanhedrin, though written 
in Hebrew characters, is a Greek word. It is true this council was called by a Hebrew title, “the great house 
of judgment.” But if this had been its original name, it never would have accepted the Greek title, for the 
Jews naturally abhorred the Grecians. 
 It is claimed, however, that it was in direct line of succession of the seventy elders appointed by 
Moses. The reason they had seventy-one, was to have the extra place filled, which Moses occupied in 
addition to the seventy. Exodus 18:19-26; Numbers 11:16. 
 They had full power to judge the people and to execute the judgment. Their method of execution 
was originally strangulation; afterward they adopted crucifixion. This power of execution was removed 
about the middle of the second century before Christ. 
 

Paragraph 22. 
 (b) The blessedness of the complete gospel of Christ is contained in this one verse, Genesis 3:15. 
It not only promises a Savior to die for the sins of the world; it also promises His Second Coming, the 
destruction of Satan, and the restoration of the earth to its Edenic beauty. All this was accomplished 
through Jesus only. He came and died for sins according to the Scriptures; He will come again according to 
the Scriptures; He will destroy Satan according to the Scriptures; He will restore all things to their Edenic 
beauty. Thus Christ was revealed to Adam, and the gospel, or good news of salvation, must have been 
known by him. 
 

Paragraph 30. 
 (c) Matthew says, in chapter 1:17 of his Gospel, that twenty-eight generations elapsed from David 
to Christ. From the birth of the Savior to the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost was about thirty-one and 
a. half years. According to chronology David was in his prime about 1050 BC. Add to this the years from 
the Savior’s birth to the experience of Acts 2, and we have nearly eleven hundred years. 
  
1. Luke 19:41-44; Matthew 2:37; John 5:40.  
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2. John 6:45; compare Isaiah 54:13. 
3. 1 Corinthians 2:14.  
4. Romans 1:21.  
5. John 17:3. 
6. Matthew 26:73.   
7. John 1:46.  
8. John 1:49. 
9. John 3:2. 
10. John 3:3.    
11. John 3:4.  
12 John 3:5-7. 
13. John 3:10.  
14. Ezekiel 36:25-27.  
15. Jeremiah 33:7, 8.  
16. Ezekiel 11:19. 
17. Psalm 51:10, 11. 
18. 1 Corinthians 10:11; Romans 15:4.  
19. Hebrews 2:1-3; 4:1, 11.  
20. Romans 1:16, 17. 
21. Acts 13:38, 39; Matthew 1:21.  
22. 1 Peter 2:24.  
23. Acts 3:26.  
24. Galatians 1:6-8. 
25. Acts 4:12.   
26. Isaiah 43:11.  
27. Galatians 3:8.  
28. John 8:56-58. 
29. Exodus 3:6, 13, 14.  
30. Galatians 3:16.  
31. Matthew 3:9; John 8:39.  
32. Genesis 15:6. 
33. Galatians 3:9.  
34. Galatians 3:29.  
35. Romans 4:22.  
36. Romans 1:17. 
37. Romans 5:1. 
38. Hebrews 3:16-19; 4:1, 2.  
39. 1 Corinthians 10:1-9.  
40. Deuteronomy 32:20; Matthew 17:17. 
41. Numbers 14:30, 35. 
42. Isaiah 63:7-9.     
43. Jeremiah 11:10; 14:13-15.  
44. Isaiah 50:11.  
45. 1 Peter 1:9-11. 
46. Romans 8:14.     
47. Romans 8:9.  
48. Genesis 3:15.   
49. Isaiah 43:11. 
50. Acts 4:11.    
51. John 3:10. 
52. Matthew 15:6.   
53. John 3:10. 
54. 2 Samuel 11:2-27.   
55. Psalm 51:7-13. 
56. Matthew 22:42-45. 
57. Acts 2:29-31. 
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58. Psalm 119:99, 100.  
59. 2 Chronicles 19:7.  
60. Mark 12:35, 36. 
61. Acts 1:15, 16. 
62. 2 Samuel 13:1, 2. 
63. 1 Chronicles 28:11, 12, 19.  
64. Numbers 11:24-29. 
65. 1 Samuel 19:20-23. 
66. Isaiah 63:7-10.  
67. Isaiah 59:1.  
68. 1 Chronicles 36:15, 16.  
69. Isaiah 30:10. 
70. John 14:16, 17, 22. 
71. Hebrews 11.   
72. Colossians 2:8.  
73. 1 Timothy 6:20.  
74. John 1:11. 
75. Matthew 13:34, 35; Luke 23:27-30.  
76. Isaiah 30:8, margin. 
77. Romans 11:17-23. 
78. Hosea 8:14.  
79. 1 Timothy 3:1-5.  
80. 2 Corinthians 3:6. 
81. Matthew 15:3, 6, 9; Mark 7:3, 7, 9,13.  
82. Hebrews 3:12-15.  
83. Joel 2:23-27. 
 

9. Art Thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?  
 

“Behold My Servant whom 1 uphold; Mine Elect, in whom My soul delights; I have put My Spirit upon 
Him: He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.” Isaiah 42:1. 

 

THE ISRAELITES HAD GREAT LIGHT 
THE saying of Jesus: “If therefore the light that is in thee he darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

[1] had a very practical and forcible application to the Jews at the time He said it. The belief is generally 
entertained that the Jewish people did not have much light; but by investigation of the word of God, as 
expressed by the Holy Spirit, we shall learn that they were a people who for decades and centuries had 
abundance of light. The trouble with them was that the light which the Lord gave them had become to them 
darkness, because of the mist which had been placed about the light. The light of God being covered up by 
their traditions and mysticisms, they could not see it. Christ came to remove the clouds of tradition, (a) and 
to make manifest the light which they had. 
 2. David said: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” [2] He also said: “The 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” [3] Solomon said: “For the commandment is a 
lamp; and the law is light.” [4] They had the Scriptures. [5] They had the law. [6] They had the 
commandment; yet of these people the Savior said: 
 “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which said, By bearing you shall hear, and shall 
not understand; and seeing you shall see, and shall not perceive: for this people’s heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed. Lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their cars, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should 
heal them.” [7] 
 
3. Again the Savior said: 
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 “Do you not therefore err, because you know not the Scriptures, neither the power of God?” [8] 
 
4. And the Apostle Paul says of them: 
 
 “But their minds were blinded: for until this day remains the same vale untaken away in the 
reading of the Old Testament; which vale is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is 
read, the vale is upon their heart.” [9] 
 

ALL THINGS OFFERED TO THE JEWS 
 5. Thus while they had great light in the Scriptures of the Old Testament and in the law which God 
gave them, they were blinded to the truth that they contained. But said the apostle: 
 
 “When it [the heart] shall turn to the Lord, the vale shall be taken away.” [10] 
 
 6. It must be evident after perusing the contents of the last chapter, that the Jews had great 
opportunities of knowing all about Christ, His mission to the world, His work among men. The very fact 
that salvation was offered them through Christ, eternal life, the Holy Spirit, conversion, repentance, and 
every other gift which comes only through the Lord Jesus,-is in itself evidence that they might have known 
all about Him Yes, Jesus told them that they did know it, but would not acknowledge it. 
 
 “Then cried Jesus in the temple as He taught, saying, You both know Me, and you know whence 1 
am: and 1 am not come of Myself, but He that sent Me is true, whom you know not.” [11] “Nevertheless, 
“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” [12] 
 

NO MENTION OF MESSIAH IN MISHNA 
7. One thing is very strange concerning the traditions of the Jews prior to the advent of Jesus, 

namely; not once in all the writings of the sages, and wise men, is the Messiah mentioned. The Bible 
abounds with that great Messianic truth; the rabbis knew it all the time; still they never mention a single 
instance in any part of their Mishnayos (or treatises) concerning the Messiah. There is a single notice of the 
near coming Messiah in the tractate “Sotah.” But this statement is generally believed among writers to have 
been inserted after Christ had come. 
 

ONE GREAT TRUTH IN ALL THE BIBLE 
 8. If the Bible were properly understood, interpreted in the light of itself, there would be found one 
great, consecutive, central truth running through every one of the thirty-nine [13] books of the Old 
Testament; and that truth is the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the Blessed. It will also be found that He 
always was with the Father; was co-creator with God; was the very essence of all light [14] and truth; [15] 
was the great Medium between God and the universe throughout all the ages of the past. [16] Every ray of 
light that has ever come to the world has come through Him. [17] Every soul in the universe has been kept 
and preserved by Him; [18] and God the Father has trusted Him with the care and protection of this world, 
other worlds, the vast and great universe. [19] In Him the Father has placed all the riches of wisdom and 
knowledge and power and grace. [20] He is the one great Sun, around which everything in all God’s vast 
domain revolves. This, the Scriptures declare; [21] this the Jews might have known; this they might have 
taught to the world; this knowledge lived, would have prepared them to have heralded to the world the birth 
of the Deliverer, instead of its being announced by the angelic hosts. 
 

JESUS IS THE SON OF THE BLESSED 
9. That we might have a better appreciation of the text heading of this chapter, we shall examine a 

number of scriptures, which will enable us to see more clearly that He is the Christ, the Son of the Blessed. 
And with this thought in view we may clearly perceive that every truth in all the Bible centers in Jesus, the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed. 
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